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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'  I  *HE  UfUmony,    adduced  in  the  following 

***     difcnurfe,   was    taLn  principal!"  from 
Dr.  Lardntr's  Credibility  of  the  G  of  pel  Hifto- 

ry.  Several  other  valuable  articles  cj  ttftmo- 
ny,  colhttfd  with  an  intention  to  infert  ihem^ 
zvere  omitted^  on  account  of  the  length  of  the 
difcourfe  ;  as  were  alfo  feme  additional  argu- 
ments. 

A  little  more  than  half  of  what  is  now  pvJb- 
lijhed  was  delivered  from  the  defk.  If  the 
-writer  is  not  deceived,  the  remainder  will  he 
found  to  be  pertinent  to  the  principal  defigiu 
He  believes  the  teflimony  to  be.  jujlly  re  pre  frit- 
cd  ;  but,  if  in  the  hurry  and  anxiety,  occafion- 
cd  by  a  long  continued  ficknefs  of  his  family* 
and  of  his  parifliioners,  any  mi  fakes  have  been 
committed,  he  prefumes  they  will  be  pardoned. 
T.  DWIGHT. 

Greenfield,  July  igih,  1791. 
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DISCOURSE 

ON    TH  E 

GENUINENESS  and   AUTHENTICITY 

OF    T  H  E 

N  E  W  -  T  E  S  T  A  M  E  N  T. 


JOHN     XXI.    24. 

This  is  the  Difciple,  ivho  teflijieth  thefe  things,  and -wrote  the f* 
things  j  t:nd  <we  know,  that  tis  tejhmcny  is  true, 

THIS  paflage  afferts  the  book,  in  which 
it  is  found  to  have  been  truly  written 
by  St.  John.  Should  the  afiertion  be  fair- 
ly proved  by  the  higheft  evidence,  applica- 
ble to  fubjefts  of  this  nature,  the  Genuine- 
nefs  and  Authenticity  of  the  whole  New- 
Teftament  would,  probably,  be,  by  moil 
perfons,  acknowledged  to  be  alio  proved. 
As  the  gofpel  of  St.  John  contains  Narra- 
tions, and  Doctrines,  as  furprifing  and  im- 
probable, as  any  which  are  contained  in  the 
other  books  of  the  New-Teftament;  as 
the  admiffion  of  thefe  will  be  generally  al- 
lowed to  be  an  admiffion  of  thofe  alfe,  and 

B 


6  GENUINENESS    AND    AUTHENTICITY 

will  involve  difficulties,  in  the  eye  of  hu- 
man faith,  of  the  fame  nature,  and  the  fame 
magnitude  ;  and  as  the  fame  evidence  will 
fupport  both  alike  ,  few  perfons,  who  are 
wholly  perfuadcd,  that  the  gofpel,  attribu- 
ted to  St.  John,  was  written,  and  truly  writ- 
ten, by  him,  will  hefitate  to  receive  the 
whole  New-Teltament  as  an  authentic  ac- 
count of  the  life,  death,  and  refurreclion, 
the  inftruciions,  iniiitutions,  and  precepts 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Should  thefe  obfcrvations  be  allowed 
tobejuft,  it  will  follow,  as  the  unavoida- 
ble confequence,  that,  if  the  Gofpel  in 
queflion  can  be  proved  to  be  a  genuine  and 
faithful  record  of  St.  John,  the  New-Tefta- 
ment  is  the  Word,  and  Chriftianity  the  Re- 
ligion, of  the  Son  of  God.  For  the  au- 
thors of  the  New-Teftament  have  declared 
themfelves  to  be  infpirecl  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  with  the  unerring  knowledge  of  his  ho- 
ly  pleafure,  in  all  things  pertaining  to  life 
and  godlinefs. 

To  the  fcheme  of  difcourfe,  hinted  above, 
the  text  mod  naturally  leads.  Irmay  how- 
ever be  advantageous  to  extend  my  obferva- 
tions  beyond  thefe  limits,  and  to  examine 
the  authenticity  of  the  whole  volume  of  the 
New-Teftament.  All  the  books  in  this  vo- 
lume ftand  on  the  fame  ground,  and  are  fup- 
ported  by  the  fame  arguments.  The  text 
may,  therefore,  be  fairly  viewed  as  a  proper 
theme  of  a  difcourfe,  defigned  to  authenti- 
cate the   whole.     This  purpofe  I  flia.ll  at- 
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tempt  to  accomplifh.  in  the  following  man- 
ner, 

i.  I  shall  endeavor  ( o  (hew,  that  the 
feveral  books  in  the  New  Teftament,  par- 
ticularly the  Hiftorical  books,  were  written 
by  the   per  Tons,  whole  names  they  bear. 

2.  That  the  writers  were  neither  de- 
ceived, nor  deceivers. 

3  Ti:  at  their  writings  have  defcended, 
without  any  material  alterations,  to  the  pre- 
fent  time. 

r  The  firft  of  thefe  proportions  includes 
the  fir  ft  declaration  of  the  text,  extended  to 
the  feveral  writers  of  the  New  Teftament. 
The  other  two  proportions,  if  true,  will 
evince,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  teftimo-' 
ny,  afcribedin  the  text  to  St.  John,  perfect- 
ly accords  with  its  original  ftate  ;  and  thus 
enlarges  the  laft  declaration  of  the  text  into 
a  folid  ground  of  faith,  for  mankind,  at  the 
prefent  time. 

I\r  fupport  of  the  nrft  of  thefe  propofi- 
tions— — 7That  the  feveral  books  of  the 
New  Teftament.  particularly  the  Hiftorical 
books,  were  written  by  the  perfom,  whole 
names  they  bear  ;  it  may  be  observed  in  the 
iirft  place—That  the  ftate  of  the  jews,  and 
of  the  Romans,  as  alfo  of  other  nations,  io 
far  as  it  is  either  directly  declared,  cr  allu- 
ded  to,  in  thefe  books,  is  abundantly  audi- 
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ed  by  other  writers  of  undoubted  authority, 
and  is.  therefore,  truly  reprefented. 

Particularly  there  were,  at  *he  times 
fpecified,  fueh  perfons  in  Judea,  as  Herod 
the  great,  his  four  fons,  Herodias,  Pontius 
Pilate,  'Cyrenius  or  Quirinus,  Felix,  Por- 
tjus  Fefhis,  Annas,  Caiaphas,  Lyfias,  John 
the  Baptiil,  and  Druhlla  ;  who  had  the  cha- 
racters, and  fituations  in  life,  teftified  by  the 
Evangeliiis„ 

Such  writers  have  alfo  attefled,  that,  at 
the  times,  and  in  the  places  mentioned, 
there  were  fuch  perfons,  as  Auguftus,  Tibe- 
rius, Claudius,  Nero,  Gallio,  Sergius  Paulus, 
Cornelius,  and  Afctas  ;  living  in  the  (ra- 
tions, and  characlers,  here  afligned  to  them  : 
And, 

That  there  were  fuch  clafTes  of  men,  as 
Pharifees  and  Sadducees,  Scribes  and  Law- 
vers,  Herodians  and  Samaritans,  of  the  fame 
characters,  for  principle  and  conduct,  as  arc 
here  afcribed  to  them. 

These  cufioms  of  the  Jews  are  alfo 
abundantly  evinced  to  have  cxiftcd,  at  this 
time ;  viz.  That  they  came  from  the  dif- 
ferent countries*  where  they  lived,  to  the 
feafis  at  Jcrufalem ;  daily  frequented  the 
temple;  prayed,  at  the  third  and  at  the  ninth 
hour  3*  failed  until  the  morning  prayer  \vas 

*  Hence  ths  f\>rcs  of  St  Peter  's.-rply,  A&s  2  15. 
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ended  ;  were  greatly  zealous  for  the  law, 
and  for  the  temple  ;  worshipped  in  fyna- 
gogues  ;  read  ftatedly  portions  of  the  Old 
Teftament ;  pra&ifed  the  vow  of  the  Naz- 
arite,  fhaving  their  heads  ;  inflicled  forty 
itripes  lave  one  ;*  allowed  and  exercifed 
furious  acts  of  private  zeal  for  Religion; 
payed  tribute  to  the  Romans,  and  c  {teemed 
it  a  grievance  ;  had  publicans  of  their  own 
nation,  and  abhorred  them,  for  being  in  this 
office  ;  hated,  and  vehemently  perfecuted 
the  Chrifiians;  were  zealous  for  the  Sab- 
bath, circumcifion,  &c.  even  to  bigotry  ; 
and  confidered  the  reft  of  mankind,  as  odi- 
ous and  contemptible^  with  an  unexampled 
deteftation.' 

It  is  alfo  clearly  proved,  that  their  high 
priefts  rent  their  clothes,,  on  extraordinary 
occafions  ;  that  the  Pharifces  and  the  Sad- 
clucees  were  fteady  and  bitter  enemies  to 
each  other;  that  the  Jews  and  Samaritans 
hated  each  other,  to  a  degree  wholly  lingu- 
lar; that,  out  of  Judea,  the  jews  prayed 
cuftomarily  by  the  fides  of  rivers,  and  leas  5 
that  they  laboriously  made  profelytcs  ;  that 
they  were  aftonifhingly  corrupted  in  doc- 
trine, and  lb  manners  ;  and  that  they  and  thz 
Samaritans,  at  this  time,  univerlally  and 
ftrongly  expected  the  coming  of  the  Mcf- 
fiah. 

With  equal   clearnefs  are  we  certified, 

that  the  Roman  Governor  had,  in   Judea, 
*  Such  as  thatj  recorded  Act>  a-;  \z> 
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the  power  of  life  and  death;  that  public 
notifications  were  in  Jerufalern,  cuftomarily 
written  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  ;  that 
criminals,  under  the  Roman  government, 
always  carried  their  own  croffes;  were  cuf- 
tomarily fcourged,  mocked  and  abufed, 
as  Christ  is  (aid  to  have  been;  that, 
among  the  Jews,  perfons  were  put  to  death 
without  the  city;  that  burial  was  not  al- 
ways allowed  to  malefaclors  ;  but  that  Ro- 
man governors  might,  and'  ufually  did,  al- 
low it;  and  that  the  Jews  ufually  embalm- 
ed their  dead,  in  the  manner  recorded  by 
the  Evangelifts. 

With  the  like  certainty  are  we  alfo 
taught,  that  the  Romans  examined  prifoners 
by  queftioning  and  fcourging,  excepting 
Roman  citizens,  who  could  lawfully  be  nei- 
ther bound,  nor  fcourged,  efpeciallf  when 
uncondemned  ;  that  the  Roman  Govern- 
ment gave  the  power  of  life  and  death  to 
fuch  officers  as  Lyfias ;  heard  no  accufers, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  accufed  ;  kept  accu- 
fed  perfons  in  cuftodv,  as  Paul  was  kept ; 
feilt  pri loners  from  the  provinces  to  Rome, 
and  delivered  them  to  the  Captain  of  the 
guard;  and,  at  that  time,  generally  treated 
all  nations,  particularly  the  Jews,  and  the 
Chriftians  as  being  Jews,  with  miidnefs  and 
equity. 

It  is  alfo  entirely  eflablifhed,  that  the 
temple  was  forty-fix  years  in  building  ;  that 
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Judas  of  Callilce  and  the  Egyptian  mention- 
ed by  Lyfias,  A6ts  21,38,  exifted,  and  did 
the  things  afcribed  to  tliem  ;  that  Herodias 
was  firfl:  married  to  Philip,  and  then  to  He- 
rod, his  brother  ;  that  John,  the  Baptifl 
was  pat  to  death  by  the  fame  Herod  ;  that 
the  Emperor  Claudius  banifhed  the  Jews 
from  Rome  ;  and  that,  in  his  time,  there 
was  a  famine  throughout  the  land  of  Judea. 

Or  the  faQs  and  perfons  conne8ed  im- 
mediately with  the  purpofe  of  the  Gofpel  I 
Hi  all  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

The  writers  who  have  fingly  teftined  to 
Come,  and  colleftively  to  all,  the  thing! 
above-mentioned,  are  Jofephus,  Philo,  Ci- 
cero, Tacitus,  Ulpian,  Hermogenian,  Mar- 
cian,  Tertullian,  Celfus,  Petronius,  Dio, 
Suetonius,  and  feveral  others. 

The  two  firft  of  thefe  writers  were  Jews  ; 
the  reft,  except  Tertullian,  were  Heathens; 
and  there  is  not  one  inftance,  in  thefe  tefti- 
monies  of  Jews,  or  Heathens,  in   which  ei- 
ther of  them  at  all  intended  to  witnefs  any 
fact,  in  favor  of  the  gofpel,   or  of  chriftians. 
All  of  them,  who  knew  any  thing  of  chrif- 
tianity,     were     decided    enemies    to     the 
chriftians,   and  their  tellimonv,  therefore, 
efpecially  when  we  take  into  view  their  per- 
fonal    reputation,   and  their  advantages  for 
knowing  the  things,    which  they   afiert,   is 
completely  fatisfactory. 
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In  few  methods,  could  the  genuineneFs 
of  the  New-Teftament  be  more  certainly 
proved,  than  in  this.  It  is  utterly  im- 
poffible  for  a  writer,  dealing  largely  in  al- 
lufion  to  the  cuftoms,  and  in  affertions  con- 
cerning the  fa&s,  and  perfons,  of  a  prece- 
ding age,  not  to  be  betrayed  into  many  mif- 
takes  concerning  them.  It  is  not  a  little 
difficult  for  any  writer  to  poffcfs  the  know- 
lege,  neceffary  to  avoid  fuch  miftakes ;  and 
far  more  difficult  for  him  to  form  his  mind 
into  a  train  of  thinking,  exactly  fuited  to 
the  circumftances  of  a  preceding  age,  and 
to  keep  his  attention  invariably  fixed  on  fo 
complete  an  object,  as  not  frequently  to 
wander  from  truth  and  propriety. 

Virgil,  a  man  of  primary  abilities,  and 
vaft  induftry,  has,  in  his  Eneis,  attempted 
toprefentthe  world  with  the  manners,  pro- 
per to  the  feveral  perfonages,  mentioned  in 
that  work  ;  and  undoubtedly  defigned,  that 
they  mould,  as  much  as  might  be,  fuit  the 
age,  in  which  thofe  perfonages  lived.  But 
it  is  obvious  to  every  attentive  reader,  that 
the  manners  of  that  poem  much  better  fuit 
the  age,  in  which  the  writer  lived.  Yet  a 
careful  andjufl  reprefentation  of  manners 
was  probably  one  principal  object,  in  the 
eye  of  that  ingenious  poet  throughout  his 
work. 

Josippon,  or  Jofeph  Bengorion,  a  wri- 
ter of  the  tenth,  or  eleventh  century,  has 
undertaken  to  write  a  Hiitory  of  the  Jews  ; 
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in  which  he  profefles  to  have  lived,  at  the 
time  of  the  deflru&ion  of  Jerufalem.  This 
writer,  notwithstanding  the  very  great  pains 
he  has  vifibly  taken,  to  pafs  for  the  charac- 
ter which  he  profeffes  himfeif  to  be,  has, 
in  many  inftances,  betrayed  himfeif;  and 
that  fo  far,  as  to  fpeak  of  feveral  things, 
which  exifted,  fome  centuries  after  the 
time,  in  which  he  pretends  to  have  lived. 

Writers  of  the  firft  talents,  art,  and 
information,  have  ever  found  this  difficulty 
infurmountable,  when  they  have  made  at- 
tempts of  this  nature  ;  but  it  muft  have 
been  peculiarly  infurmountable  by  the  wri- 
ters of  the  New  Teftament,  had  they  been 
impoftors.  Their  character,  education, 
and  information,  could,  in  no  degree,  qual- 
ify them  for  a  fuccefsful  impofition  of  this 
kind.  The  truth  and  accuracy  with  which 
they  have  evidently  written,  on  the  fubje£b 
above  fpecified,  even  in  a  vaft  number  of 
very  minute  articles  wTill,  to  every  perfon, 
qualified  to  judge,  appear  to  be  an  unan- 
swerable argument  of  the  genuinenefs  of 
thefe  writings. 

2.  The  books  of  the  New  Teftament 
have  been  quoted  by  both  Catholic  and  He- 
retical Chriftians,  andalfo  by  Heathens,  at 
fuch  periods,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
put  their  genuinenefs  beyond  every  reafon- 
a.ble    doubt. 

c 
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The  four  Evangelifts,  and  the  A£ls  of  the 
Apoftles,  are  quoted,  in  the  two  firft  cen- 
turies, by  Juftin  Martyr,  Clemens  of  Alex- 
andria, and  Tertullian  : 

Mathew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  by  Clemens 
of  Rome  : 

Mathew,Mark,  and  John,  by  Polycarp, 
and  Athenagoras  : 

Luke,  and  John,  by  Theophilus  of  An- 
tioch,  and  the  Epiftle  of  the  Churches  of 
Vienne  and  Lyons  ,  and  Mathew  by  St. 
Barnabas,  and  the  Acls  by  the  above  men- 
tioned Epiftle. 

Beside  the  above  Chriftian  writers,  all 
the  Evangelifts  are  quoted  by  the  Emperor 
Julian,  a  man  every  way  qualified,  and  in- 
clined, to  expofe  the  falfehood  of  thefe  wri- 
tings, if  it  exifted;  and  are  quoted  with  the 
fulleft  proofs,  that  he  had  not  a  doubt  of 
their  authenticity. 

All  thefe  books  are  referred  to  by  Her- 
mas,  and  the  Recognitions  of  Clement,  and 
by  the  Heathen  Philofophers  Celfus,  and 
Porphyry  : 

Mathew  and  Mark  by  Papias,  and  the 
Epiftle  to  Diognetus ;  as  John  alfo  is  by 
the  laft  mentioned  work  : 

Mathew,  Luke,  John,  and  the  A  61s,  by 
Ignatius,  the  Ac~ls  of  Paul  and  Thecla,  and 
the  Teftaments  of  the  twelve  patriarchs : 
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Mathew,  Luke,  and  the  A£ts,  by  Hegefip- 
pus,  and  Polycrates  : 

Mathew,  Mark,  John,  and  the  Acts  by 
Athenagoras  : 

Luke,  and  John,  by  Tatian  . 

Luke  by  Theophilus  of  Antioch  : 

John  by  the  Heathen  Philofopher  Ameli- 
us  : 

And  the  A6ts  by  Juftin  Martyr,  and  Po- 
ly carp. 

The  feveral  quotations,  here  referred  to, 
are  made  in  the  very  words  of  the  Scriptu- 
ral writers,  as  they  have  defcended  to  us. 
The  references  frequently  contain  feveral 
of  their  words,  and  always  the  fa&s,  or  fen- 
timents,  recorded  by  them;  and  are  made, 
in  a  manner  fo  plain,  that  the  reference  is 
ufually  of  equal  evidence  and  authority 
with  the  quotation;  and  always,  at  leaff.  in 
my  opinion,  too  evident  to  allow  of  a  rea- 
fonable  doubt. 

To  the  genuinenefs  of  the  Gofpels  of 
Mathew  and  Mark,  Papias,  within  fifty-three 
years  from  the  date  of  the  firft  Gofpel, 
bears  exprefs  teftimony ;  aflerting  them  to 
be  the  produ3ion  of  the  writers  fuppofed. 
To  the  Gofpel,  at  large,  Juftin  Martyr, 
within  77  years  from  its  firft  date,  gives  the 
like  full  teftimony  ;  declaring  it  to  confift 
of  authentic  narrations,  of  Christ  and 
his  AdoHIcs.  Tatian  compofed  a  Harmo- 
ny of  the  four  gofpels,.  109  years -onlv,  af- 
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ter  the  firft  in  order  was  written  ;  as  did  * 
Bafilides,  the  Heretic,  a  commentary,  about 
60  years  after  the  date  of  the  earlieft  Gof- 
pel.  Irenoeus,  within  115  years,  Clement 
of  Alexandria,  within  132,  and  Tertullian, 
within  137  years  from  the  fame  date,  yield  a 
full  and  ample  teftimony  to  the  genuine- 
nefs  of  all  the  books  under  confederation  ; 
as  full,  I  conceive,  as  can  be  defired  or  ex- 
pre  fled. 

Upwards  of  feventy  other  perfons,  ma- 
ny of  them  of  great  and  deferved  reputation 
for  wifdom  and  integrity,  are  to  be  number- 
ed, as  additional  witneffes  to  thoie,  whom  I 
have  now  mentioned:  all  flourifhing  with- 
in 140  years  after  the  writing  of  St.  Luke's 
Gofpel.  Moft  of  thefe  witneffes  yield  their 
teftimony  by  quotations  and  references,  too 
exprefs  to  be  denied,  or  doubted  ;.  while 
others,  in  numerous  inftances  of  high  cha- 
racter, fpent  much  of  life  in  furthering  the 
progrefs  of  Chriftianity,  and  fealed  their 
teftimony  with  their  blood. 

Ignatius,  alfo,  within  44,  and  the  Epif- 
tle  to  Diognetus,  afcribed  to  Juftin  Martyr, 
within  77,  Melito  Eifhop  of  Sardis,  within 
115,  and  Clement  of  Alexandria,  within 
132  years  from  the  above  date,  inform  us  of 
a  Volume,  in  which  thefe  books  were  ftol- 
leaed. 

*  Bafilides  dtxiaed/'that  he  was  inftru£U'«l  by  Ghucisf, 
c/I.c  Was  tiught  by  the  Agoftles  themlelves. 
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By  thefe  writers,  the  books  in  queftion 
are  fpoken  of  in  terms  of  the  higheft  rei- 
pect ;  as  the  word,  the  preaching  of  Ch  r  i  s  t; 
as  theTcriptures  ;  as  the  Word  of  God  ; 
and  as  divinely  infpired.  Thus,  for  in- 
ftance,  Irerceus  declares,  that  they  were 
written  by  the  will  of  God  ;  that  they  are 
to  mankind  the  foundation  of  faith  ;  and 
that  thofe  who  wrote  them,  were  infpired 
with  infallible  knowlege  of  truth,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Kence  he  concludes,  that 
to  defpife  them  is  to  defpife  God  himfelf. 
Athanafius  alfo,  at  a  later  period,  after  re- 
counting the  fame  books  of  the  Bible  which 
we  now  poffefs,  fays ;  "  Thefe  are  the 
fountains  of  falvation  ;  in  thefe  alone  the 
doctrine  of  religion  is  taught:  let  no  man 
add  to  them  or  take  any  thing  from  them." 
In  genera],  the  fentiments  of  the  ancient 
Chriftians,  in  the  ardour  of  refpect  for  the 
Scriptures,  appear  on  almoft  every  page  ; 
and  vifibly  exceed  even  the  high  reverence* 
in  which  they  are  now  held  by  thofe,  who 
expect  from  them  everlafting  life. 

Ik  the  mean  time,  it  is  to  be  carefully 
remarked,  that  the  books  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  are  the  only  books,  of  which- they 
ever  fpeak  in  this  manner.  All  others, 
they  uniformly  confider,  as  the  mere  ef- 
forts of  men,  and  of  no  authenticity  in  Re- 
ligion. This  Hibjecl  they  often  difcuf's  ; 
iiiid  their   decifiori    is  but  one,  and  deliv- 


T*  genuineness  and  authenticity 

cred  in  terms  of  undoubti rrg  confidence. 
As  a  fall  juftincation  of  this' confidence, 
fhev  inform  us,  that  they  received  thefe 
books,  by  moft  authentic  tradition  from 
the  Apoftles  themfelves  ;\  the  whole  of 
which  tradition  they  were  able  to  trace,  and 
fo  prove.  Tertuilian  particularly  afierts,. 
>n  the  fuller!  manner,  that,  in  the  feveral 
Apoftolical  Churches,  the  clearefl  evidence 
of  this  authenticity  might  be  obtained  j  as 
h  had  been,  by  himfelf,  in  the  church  at 
Rome. 

All  thefe  wTriters  flourifhed,  and  wrote, 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after 
the  date  of  the  firft  written  book  of  the 
New  Tc  (lament  ;  and  were  born  20,  30, 
40,  50,  and  in  fome  inftances  60  years,  be- 
fore the  date  here  afcribed  to  them.  Bar- 
nabas, Clement  of  Rome,  Hermas,  Igna- 
tius, and  Polycarp,  it  is  generally  agreed, 
were  hearers,  and  companions,  of  the  Apof- 
tles themfelves;  and  molt,  if  not  all,  of 
ihofe  named, as  of  thefecond  cer.tim,  con- 
verfedwirh  thofe,whohad  liv-'dandconver  • 
fed  with  the  Apoftles.  Thefe  writers  were 
alfo  of  very  different  educations,  vievs, 
intcrcfts,  and  prejudices  :  and  were  inh-ib* 
itants  of  Afia  Minor,  Palestine,  Syria, 
Egypt,  Crete,  Greece,  Africa  proper,  Italy, 
;.«nd  Gaul.  At  a  time,  when  the  formation 
of  books  was  fo  laborious,  and  the  acquiii- 
tian  of  them  fo  difficult,  and  cxpenfivc,  it  is 
4  n!y  to  be  accounted  for.   from  the  pecul- 


OF    THE    NEW    TESTAMZXT.  1 9 

tar  zeal  and  reverence  of  the  early  Chrii- 
tians  for  the  Scriptures,  that  the  New  Tef- 
lament  mould  have  been  fo  widely  fpread, 
at  this  early  period.  Nor  could  the  fail 
Preachers  of  Chriftianity  have  left  a  fairer 
proof  of  their  candor,  piety,  and  benevo- 
lence, than  the  fingular  pains,  with  which 
they  multiplied,  and  diffufed,  the  copies  of 
thefe  venerable  Oracles. 

In  the  third  century,  begining  at  iefs  thaa 
150  years*  from  the  date  above  mentioned, 
thefe  teftimonies,  both  by  quotation  and 
reference,  are  fo  multiplied?  that  they  san- 
not  be  particularly  alluded  ^to,  in  this  Dif- 
courfe.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  Caius,  Julius  Africanus,  Origen, 
Dionifius  Bifhop  of  Alexandria,  Cyprian, 
Victorinus  Bifhop  of  Pettaw,  on  the  river 
Drave,  and  Methodius  Bifhop  of  Olympus, 
in  Syria,  befide  many  others,  all  men  of  ta- 
lents and  integrity,  have,  together  with 
Firmilian  Bifhop  of  Coefarea,  borne  a  vjpry 
full  and  decifive  teftimony  to  the  exiilence, 
authenticity,  facts,  and  doclrines,  of  the 
New  Teflament.  Several  of  thefe  men 
were  born,  in  the  fecond  century  ;  and  forne 
of  them,  particularly.  Origen  and  Dionifius, 
werepoffeffed  of  the  greateft  advantages,  for 
knowing  the  whole  traditionary,  as  well  at 
written,  Hiftory  of  theGofpel,  and  of  its  au- 
thors, of  the  fa&s,  which  they  have  record- 
ed, and  of  the  doctrines,  which  they  have 
left,  for  the  benefit  of  fuccesdfng  genera- 
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tions.     The  teftimony.  which  a41  thefe  wri- 
ters have  given  to  the  books  in  queltion  is 
as  decifive,  as  words  can  exprefs  5  and  the 
quotations,  which  have  come   down  to  us, 
although  made  for  other  purpofes,  and  never 
at  all  defigned  for  this,  and  although  a  part  on- 
lv  of  the  works  of  thefe  writers  is,  in  any  in- 
fiance,  extant,  and  although  in  very  many  in- 
ftances  there  is  nothing  regaining,  but  a 
few  fmall  fragments,  are  yet  fo  numerous, 
that  a  large  part  of  the  whole  New-Tefta- 
ment  might  be   collected   from  them.     In 
the  remaining  writings  of  Tertullian,    Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria,   andlrenceus  alone,as 
Doctor  Lardnerhasobferved  there  aremore 
quotations  of  the  little  volume  of  the  New- 
Teftament,  than  thofe  of  the  whole  works 
of  Cicero,  greatly,  and  juftly,   as  he  has 
been  celebratedfor his  fuperiortalents, which 
are  now  to   be  found  in  all  the  writers  of 
feveral  ages. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  obferve,  that, 
in  the  fucceeding  century,  the  teftimonies, 
both  by  quotation  and  reference,  multiply 
to  iuch  a  furprifmg  degree,  that  we  find  nu- 
merous catalogues  of  the  books  of  the  New- 
Teftsment  left  on  record  ;  generally  the 
fame  which  we  have  now;  and  that  not  only 
great  numbers  of  men  of  high  reputation 
have  fingly  borne  this  teftimony,  and  in  eve  - 
ry  conceivable  method;  but  feveral  Coun- 
cils have  alfo  given  us  their  united  voice,  in 
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fupport  of  their  authenticity,  and  infpira- 
tion. 
* 
I  shall  now  beg  leave  to   call  your  at- 
tention to  teftimony,  in  fome  meafure,   of 
a  different  kind:   the    teftimony   of  thofe, 
who  have  been   generally,  efteemed   Here- 
tics.    Thefe  men,  who  more,   or  lefs,   de- 
parted from  the   opinions   of  the  Catholic 
Church,  concerning  feveral  fcriptural  fub- 
jecls,  were  under  various   temptations    to 
leffen  or  to  denv,  the  authority  of  the  \:ew- 
Teftament,  and  particularly  that  of  the  Kif- 
torical  books.     As  they  embraced  their  pe- 
culiar opinions,    principally   from  precon- 
cieved  doctrines  of  Philofophy,  the  prima- 
ry fource  of  error,  among  thofe  who  have 
profeffed    Chriftianity,    they    were    under 
much  the  fame  temptations  to  facrifice  the 
whole    New-Teftament,    as  to  facrifice  the 
particular  parts,   which    they  aftually  re- 
jeaed.     Neverthelefs   we    have    fufficient 
affurance,  that,  even  amidft  the  heat  of  ve- 
hement and  ill-conducted  controverfy,  they 
ali  regarded  the    greater   part  of  this  Vo- 
lume, with  the  higheft  reverence  ;  and  have 
left  behind  them  valuable  attestations  of  its 
genuinenefs  and  authenticity. 

Of  thefe  men,  in  the  firft  Century,  or 
the  beginning  of  the  fecond,  Bafilides'  with 
his  followers,  and  the  Carpocratians ;  in 
the  fecond  Century,  Heracleon,  Cerdon, 
the  Sethians,  Artemon,  Hermogene?,  Thco- 
dotus.  Montanus,  Praxeas,  Caffian.and  the 
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*Manichees,  appear  to  have  received  the 
whole  of  thefe  facred  writings.  Bafilides 
and  Keraclcon  commented  largely  on  them  ; 
and  the  five  laft,in  the  lift  here  given,  quo- 
ted them  ;  three  of  them  largely  ;  and 
all  of  this  number  appear  to  have  received 
them  wkh  a  refpect,  probably  not  inferiour 
to  that  of  the  Catholics. 

Mark  with"  the  Marcofians  his  followers, 
Cerinthus,  Mariron,  Leucius,  Apelles, 
Elxai,  and  the  Paulicians,  received,  as  of 
divine  authority,  the  greater  part  of  the 
New-Teftament.  The  Paulicians  received 
all,  except  the  two  Epiftles  of  Peter;  and 
thefe  they  rejected,  merely  becaufe  he  had 
denied  Christ.  In  the  miflaking  con- 
duel  of  thefe  men,  we  have  a  linking  at- 
teftation  to  the  genuinenefs  of  the  facred 
books;  for,  even  when  hardly  prefTed  in 
controverfy,  they  acknowlege  the  great  bo- 
dy of  them  ;  and,  for  the  rejection  of  a  part, 
affign,  as  reafons,  their  own  preconceived 
opinions,  and  not  any  proofs  of  corruption 
in  the  books,  which  they  reject.  Even 
Marcion,  the  general  corrupter  of  the  Bi- 
ble, and  Leucius,  the  general  forger  of 
falle  fcriptures,  have  exhibited  that  there 
were,  in  their  time,  the  former  part  of  the 
fecond  Century,  genuine  arid  authoritative 
Scriptures.  Otherwife  the  Firft  could  not 
have  acted  the  part   of  a  corrupter;  nor 

*  With  regard  to  thefe   Heretics,  I  have  followed  Dr. 
La<dn:r,  in  pitference  to  Dr.  Mo  (helm. 
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would  the  Laft  have  a&ed  that  of  a  forger  ; 
it  being  impoffible,  on  any  other  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  either  means,  or  temptations  to 
this  conduct  fhould  exift.  It  ought  here 
to  be  remarked,  that  Origen,  who  probably 
knew  better  than  any  other  man,  and  who 
has  unqueftionably  declared  what  he  knew, 
afferts,  that,  fo  far  as  his  knowledge  extend- 
ed, the  Marcionites,  and  Valentinians,  and 
perhaps  Leucius,  or,  as  he  is  fometimes 
called,  Lucanus,  were  the  only  perfons, 
who  had  ever  corrupted  the  Scriptures. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  conduft:  of  thefe  Heretics 
was  highly  advantageous  to  Chriftianity  ; 
as  it  induced  the  early  Chriftians  to  fcruti- 
nize  with  fingular  care,  and  to  watch  with 
extreme  jealoufy,  the  writings  of  the  Apof- 
tles. 

Th  i  s  invefligation  may,  perhaps,  be  con- 
fidered  as  more  clofely  confined  to  the 
Hiftorical  books ofthe  New-Teftament,  tha n 
was  originally  propofed.  As  reafons  for 
this  method  of  treating  the  fubjeft,  my  Au- 
dience are  requeued  to  obferve, 

ift.  That  the  fubj eel  would  have  been 
otherwife,  too  extenfive,  to  be  at  all  fairly- 
handled,  on  this  occafion  : 

2d.  That  the  very  fame  proofs  of  quota- 
tion and  reference,  as  well  as  almoft  all  the 
other  evidence,   by    which  the   Hiftorical 
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books  are  fupported,  are  the  fupport,  and, 
as  I  conceive,  equally,  of  the  remaining 
books.  No  perfon,  therefore,  who  admits 
the  validity  of  this  evidence,  for  the  Hifto- 
rical  books,  will  difpute  it,  as  applied  to  the 
others. 

3d.  The  Hiftorical  books  are  the  foun- 
dation, on  which  the  others  wholly  reft.  In 
a  theological  view,  therefore,  the  only  view, 
in  which  any  of  them  ever  became  the  fub- 
jeels  of  controverfy,  he,  who  receives  the 
Hiftorical  books  as  genuine,  will  find  no 
occafion  to  queftion  the  reft. 

On  the  evidence,  here  fuggefted,  it  may 
be  ufeful  to  remark,  that  the  ftate  of  things 
which  I  have  reprefented,  cannot  be  ac- 
counted for,  unlefs  the  genuinenefs  of  thefe 
books  be  acknowledged.  That,  in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  fo  many  perfons,  of  fo  manv,  and 
fo  diftant  countries,  of  fo  different  educa- 
tions, habits,  prejudices,  and  views,  of  fo 
fair  a  chara&er,  of  fo  much  underftanding, 
without  a  felfifh  end  to  aim  at,  without  con 
cert,  without  a  defign  of  giving  teftimony 
to  this  point,  and  without  an  apprehcnfi«n 
that  the  genuinenefs  of  thefe  books  either 
was,  or  would  ever  be  called  into  queftion, 
'houidyet,  in  fo  many  inftances,  to  fo  great 
an  extent,  and  with  fuch  high  and  uniform 
reverence,  have  thus  quoted  and  referred 
to  them,  and  thus  profeffedly  diftinguifhed 
them  from  ail  others;  that  they  fhould  have 
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renounced  religions,  to  which  before  they 
were  habitually  attached,  even  to  bigotry, 
and  adopted,  from  thefe  books,  a  religion 
totally  new,  andfmgular;  and  finally  that 
upon  a  faithful  conformity  to  them  they 
mould  have  thus  placed  all  their  hopes  of 
falvation,  and  have  perfifted,  through  life5 
in  a  Ready  and  unexampled  adherence  to 
them,  and  to  the  religion  founded  on  them, 
againfl:  every  earthly  hope,  and  with  every 
earthly  difcouragement  ;  is  not  only  incre- 
dible ;  but,  in  my  apprehenfion,  irapoffible  ; 
on  any  other  fuppofition,  than  that  thefe 
books  are  the  genuine  produ6tions  of  the 
Apoftles,  and  authentic  Narratives  of  the 
Life,  Death,  Refurreclion,  and  Afcenfion. 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  labors  of  thofe 
Apoftl'e.?,  in  propagating  the  Religion, 
which  he  tamrht  to  mankind. 

To  the  obfervations,  already  made,  it 
ought  to  be  added,  that,  confidering  the 
contempt,  in  which  the  firft  Chriftians  were 
held  by  the  Roman  Empire,  the  teftimony 
of  the  genuinenefs  of  thefe  books,  which 
appears  in  the  remaining  works,  and  monu- 
ments, of  Heathens,  during  the  above  men- 
tioned periods,  is  as  great,  as  could  be  rca- 
fonably  expected.  Many  are  the  indubi- 
table teifimonies  which  they  have  left*  not 
only  to  facts  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
this  queftion,  but  to  the  very  books  them- 
felvcs.  Celfus,  particularly,  is  a  witnefs  of 
the  greateft  weight,  and  in  a  degree,  grea- 
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ter  than  could  fairly  be  hoped  from  the 
fmallnefs  of  his  remaining  fragments.  His 
undeniabiereferences  to  the  Hiftorical,  and 
feveral  other,  books  of  the  New-Teflament, 
are  numerous,  and  made,  within  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  years  from  the  date  of  St. 
Luke's  Gofpel.  He  was  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  learning,  a  profeffed  enemy,  to  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  and  a  laborious  and  in- 
quifuive  champion  for  Heathenifm.  His 
atteftations,  therefore,  will  not  be  difputed. 
Thofc  of  the  Emperour  Julian,  who,  after 
having  received  a  Chriftian  education,  and 
made  a  Chriftian  profeflion,  publicly  de- 
clared himfelf  a  Heathen,  are  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  in  fome  refpe&s  of  equal  im- 
portance. It  is  true,  he  did  not  poffefs  fo 
found  an  underftanding,  nor  live  at  fo  ear- 
ly a  period,  as  Celfus  ;  but  he  had,  from 
his  education,  the  fulleft  opportunity  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  books,  and  the 
worfTiip,  of  the  Chriftians,  and  a  fufficient 
one  to  learn  the  fa 61s,  which  were  their  de- 
clared foundation,  and  evidence.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  had  all  the  .  advantages  pofii- 
b.le  at  the  period  in  which  he  lived,  to  know, 
and  the  utmoft  difpofition  to  declare,  all  the 
defects  of  that  evidence,  and  all  the  real,  or 
imagined,  weaknefs  in  that  foundation.  Yet 
he  has  not,  in  the  leaft,  impeached  the 
faOs,  or  weakened  their  influence.  On  the 
contrary,  by  acknowledging  the  books,  bc- 
caufe  their  authenticity  could  not  be  difpu- 
ted, and  confeffins  the  facls,  becaufe  their 
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reality  could  not  be  queftioned,  he  has  ad- 
ded his  own  name  to  the  lift  of  valuable 
witneffes  for  that  Redeemer,  whom  he  wick- 
edly denied,  and  for  that  fyftem  of  Reli- 
gion, whofe  doctrines  he  has  chil  dimly  la- 
bored to  overthrow.  On  thefe,  and  other 
fimilar  teftimonies,  I  fhall  hereafter  make 
fome  further  obfervations ;  and  fhall  only 
add,  in  this  place,  that  the  edict  of  Diocle- 
flan,  which,  in  the  year  three  hundred  and 
three,  two  hundred  and  forty  years  after 
the  date  fo  often  mentioned,  ordered,  on 
the  feverefl  penalties,  all  Chriftians  to  fur- 
render  the  Scriptures,  that  they  might  be 
burned,  proves  at  once  that  the  copies  of 
them  were  exceedingly  numerous,  and 
widely  difperfed,  and  that  this  fagacious 
Ernperour,  and  his  Court,  were  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  total  impoinbility  of  extermin- 
ating Chriftianitv,  by  tortures,  however  nu- 
merous, protracted,  or  diftrefTing,  unlefs 
they  accomplished  the  deftruction  of  the 
books,  on  which  it  was  founded  :  a  proof  of 
the  firft  magnitude,  that  Chriftianity  relied 
originally  on  the  New-Teftament. 

2d.  The  teftimony  of  the  Hiftorical 
Writers  of  the  New-Teftament,  was  true: 
They  were  neither  deceived,  nor  deceiv- 
ers. The  two  parts  of  this  proportion,  I 
fhall  take  the  liberty  to  confider  either  fe- 
parately  or  together  ;  as  may  beft  conduce 
to  their  elucidation  ; 
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That  they  were  not  deceived,  with  re- 
gard to  the  facts,  which  they  have  related, 
is  evident,  in  the  firft  place  ;  becaufe 
they  were,  in  every  refpect,  competent 
judges  of  them  :  they  had  fufncient  facul- 
ties, and  fufhcient  opportunities. 

The  facts,  related  in  the  Gofpels,  may 
be  all  comprifed  under  the  Life,  Death, 
Refurrection,  and  Afcenfion,  of  Jesus 
Christ  ;  and  thofe,  related  in  the  remain- 
ing Hiftorical  book,  under  the  title  of  it— 
The  Acts  of  the  Apoftles. 

The  faculties,  neceflasy  to  form  a  com- 
petent judge  of  all  thefe  fafts,  are  the  ufual 
fenfes  of  men,  and  that  degree  of  under- 
standing, which  we  cuftomarily  term  Corn- 
mon-fenfe.  It  will  doubtlefs  be  under- 
ftood,  that  I  affert  thefe  to  be  the  only  fa- 
culties, neceifary  for  this  end.  Supcriour 
genius,  or  great  attainments  of  fcience,  are 
not  only  not  neceffary  to  enable  a  man  perfect- 
ly to  judse  of  thefe  fubjecls,  but  would,  in  no 
wiferenderhimabetterjudge,than  anv  other 
man,  poflcfTed  of  the  faculties  above  menti- 
oned. A  plain  man,  thus  qualified,  would,  as 
•perfectly  as  Ariftotle,  or  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
know  whether  Christ  lived,  preached, 
wrought  miracles,  buffered,  died,  appeared 
alive  after  his  death,  and  afcended  to  Hea- 
ven. The  teflimony  of  the  fenfes,  under 
the  direction  of  Common-fenfe,  is  the  deci- 
ding, and  the  only  teftimony,  by  which  the 
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exiftence  of  thefe  fa&s  muft  be  determined. 
No  man  could,  better  than  the  Apoftles, 
judge  whether  a  man  were  leprous,  and  re- 
ftored  from  his  leprofy,  by  a  command  ; 
whether  Lazarus  were  dead,  and  raifed  to 
life;  and  whether  Chrsit  walked  on  the 
waves.  Nor  could  any  man  with  more 
certainty  determine,  whether  Christ,  af- 
ter being  dead,  and  buried,  appeared  again 
alive,  talked,  moved,  ate,  instructed,  com- 
forted, and  directed  them,  rofe  up  from  the 
earth,  in  a  cloud,  and  difappeared  ;  or 
whether,  at  their  command,  the  lame  were 
reflored  to  foundnefs,  the  fick  to  health, 
and  the  dead  to  life.  They  could,  alfo,  as 
well  as  the  greater!  men  living,  know  wheth- 
er Christ  taught  them  the  lingular  pre- 
cepts, and  doctrines,  recorded  in  the  Gof- 
pels  i  and  whether  he  lived  in  that  perfectly 
holy  manner,  which  they  have  defcribed. 
It  feems,  fometimes,  to  have  been  imagin- 
ed, that  perfons  of  fuperior  talents  would 
have  been  better  judges  of  the  facts,  rela- 
ted in  the  New-Teftament;  but  the  idea 
cannot  be  ferioufly  entertained  by  any  per- 
fon,  who  has  attended  to  human  life.  On 
the  contrary,  plain  men,  accuftomed  to  ac- 
tive life,  ufually  judge  of  fa£b,  with  lefs 
prejudice,  and  more  accuracy,  than  philo- 
fophers,  whofe  unfortunate  difpofition  to 
theory  and  fyftem  commonly  and  greatly 
warp?  their  judgment  from  truth. 

E 
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The  opportunities,  which  the  Apoftles 
had  of  obferving  thefe  fa  els,  were  alfo  luch, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they 
could  have  been  better.  The  Apoftles 
were,  for  more  than  three,  probably  for 
more  than  four  years,  the  conftant  compan- 
ions of  Christ,  in  his  molt  retired,  as  well 
as  in  his  moll  public,  hours.  They  faw, 
they  heard,  they  knew,  every  thing  con- 
cerning him,  fo  far  as  refpecls  the  prefent 
fubjecl.  PI  ad  they  discovered  the  lead 
failing  in  him,  it  mufl  have  deflroyed  his 
whole  chara£ter,  in  the  eye  of  perfons,  who 
thought  him    the  Meffiah:  and   had    there 

o  .... 

been  the  lead  failing  in  him,  they  mufl  have 
difcovered  it. 

They  were  the  daily  witnefTes  of  his  mi- 
racles; not  of  one,  two,  or  twenty;  but  of 
multitudes;  accomplifhed  invariably;  as 
often  as  occafionsprefented  themfelves ;  and 
with  as  much  eafe,  and  certainty,  as  accom- 
pany the  molt  ordinary  occurrences  of  life. 

After  his  refurr^clion,  they  had  every 
advantage,  which  could  exifl,  for  knowing 
whether  he  appeared  alive.  Nine  times, 
he  appeared  to  fome,  or  other  of  them  ;  and 
twice,  to  the  women,  who  went  to  his  fe- 
pulcre.  He  ate,  he  converfed  with  them, 
and  inftrueled  them,  and  gave  various  oth- 
er proofs  of  his  refurreclion,  which  no  man, 
in  his  fenfes,  and  in  the  like  circumftances, 
either  would;  or  could  difpute. 
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The  power,  which  he  promifed  them,  of 
working  miracles,  was,  in  that  promise,  ex- 
tended through  life.  Of  the  fulfilment, 
they  had  all  poiTible  opportunity,  as  well 
as  capacity,  to  judge.  If  the  promife  fail- 
ed of  fulfilment,  the  charm  was  in  a  mo- 
ment difiblved,  and  the  dream  at  an  end. 
This,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  muft  have 
happened,  whether  they  were  difpofed  to  it, 
or  not.  For,  as  they  publifhed  the  prom- 
ife to  mankind,  at  an  early  period,  they 
put  their  own  character,  and  that  of  their 
mailer,  wholly  at  hazard;  and  if  the  pro- 
mife were  not  publicly  and  evidently  fulfil- 
ed,  the  impoflure,  whether  acknowledged 
by  them  or  not,  muft  have  been  eanly  de- 
tected by  their  fellow  men. 

2d.  They  believed  in  Christ,  againft 
all  thofe  motives,  which  ufually  govern 
mankind. 

When  the  Apoflles  firft  addicled  them- 
felves  to  Christ,  they  pofleffed,  in  a  riv- 
eted degree,  the  Jewifh  ideas  of  a  tempo- 
ral, glorious,  conquering,  reigning  .  Mef- 
fiah.  This  prejudice  they  plainly  held, 
until  the  day  of  Pentecoft.  It  is  mod  won- 
derful, that,  with  this  prejudice,  they  fhould 
have  liftened  to  him  at  all  ;  for  nothing 
could  be  more  contrary  to  his  real  charac 
ter  •  nor  could  any  thing  more  unfit  them 
for  believing  in  a   Medial!  lowly,  deipifed, 
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and  perfecuted.  The  only  rational  me- 
thod of  accounting  for  this  facl:,  is,  that  he 
fhewed  himfelf  to  be  a  perfon,  as  extraordi- 
nary, as  he  is  defcribcd  to  be  in  the  Gof- 
pels.  This  induced  them  to  attach  them- 
ielves  to  him,  at  firfl  ;  and  the  ftrong  per- 
fuafion,  which  they  cherifhed,  that  he  would 
aiTume  his  proper  character,  of  fecular 
fplendour  and  dominion,  contributed  to 
prolong  their  attachment.  In  his  true  cha- 
racter they  believed,  from  neceffity  and  ir- 
refiftible  conviction  only,  with  a  (low  pro- 
grefs,  and  a  reluftant  fubmiffion  to  evi- 
dence. All  their  prejudices  were  vifibly 
and  Readily  at  war  with  his  declarations, 
and,  from  time  to  time  led  them  to  negleft, 
or  to  difbelieve,  many  of  his  mod  impor- 
tant communications. 

•  But,  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  this  myf- 
tery  was  unfolded  to  them,  at  once.  From 
that  period,  all  their  preceding  hopes  van- 
ifhed.  From  that  period,  they  cheerfully 
afiumed  to  themfelves  the  lot  of  poverty 
and  fhame,  coolly  prepared  for  uniform 
oppofition  and  contempt,  and  advanced  to 
meet  perfecution,  danger,  and  death,  with 
a  conftancy9  which  no  enemy  could  alarm, 
and  no  power  deflroy.  Could  we  fo  far 
forfake  every  diftate  of  reafon,  as  to  fup- 
pofe  them  deceived  at  firft,  it  is  wholly  im- 
poffible,  that  they  mould  not  have  awaked 
from  the  delufion,  at  the  roufing  calls  of 
obloquy  and  infamy,  of  the  prifon  and  the 
crofs. 
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It  is  here  carefully  to  be  remembered, 
that  all  thefe  evils  were  uniformly  predicted 
to  them,  by  their  matter.  From  him 
they  learned,  and  believed,  that,  in  fol- 
lowing him,  they  mud  give  up  every 
earthly  expectation ;  muft  bid  adieu  to 
friends,  and  country,  to  peace,  and  compe- 
tence, to  the  hope  of  a  fettled  home,  and 
the  pleafures  of  an  affectionate  family  ; 
muii  wander  through  the  world  hated,  af- 
flicted, and  tormented  >  and  muft  end  this 
gloomy  career  of  life  with  all  the  miferies, 
devifed  by  ingenious  and  malignant  perfe- 
ct; tion.  With  this  melancholy  profpect, 
often  called  up  to  view,  their  minifterial 
life  was  begun  ;  and  by  the  fevere  fuffer- 
ings,  which  filled  up  this  profpect,  it  was 
accompanied  to  the  end. 

Enthusiasm  has  been  often  obje&ed 
to  the  Apoftles,  as  one  method  of  account- 
ing for  their  adherence  to  Christ,  and  of 
leffening  the  force  of  their  teflimony. 
This,  it  is  prefumed,  has  been  done,  mere- 
ly becaufe  it  was  the  only  method  of  filling 
a  chafm  in  the  fyftem  of  Infidelity  ;  for 
there  is  not  the  leaf!  appearance  of  enthufi- 
afm  in  their  character,  as  it  is  given  to  us, 
either  by  themfelves,  or  by  others.  Never 
were  perfons  lefs  fairly  expofed  to  fuch  an 
objection.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  Christ's  life,  preaching,  or  miracles, 
which  could  be  the  object  of  enihufiaftical 
belief,  or  which  could  furnim  a  ground  for 
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emhufiaftical  attainment.  On  the  contra- 
ry, as  has  been  already  obferved,  to  receive 
him,  as  the  Meffiah,  required,  on  their  part, 
a  complete  facrifice  of  every  prejudice,  and 
to  adhere  to  him,  of  every  intereft. 
Throughout  their  whole  attendance  upon 
his  miniftry,  they  difcovered  a  continual 
oppofition  to  all  the  peculiar  characlerif- 
rics,  which,  as  the  Meffiah,  he  difcovered, 
and  were  almoft  daily,  with  the  greater!  juf- 
tice,  reproved  by  hfm,  as  being  of  little 
faith. 

But  Enthufiafm  is  weakly  alledged,  for 
the  purpofes  of  infidelity,  even  if  we  fhould 
sgainit  plain  certainty,  allow  the  Apoflles 
to  have  poffeffed  this  character.  Enthufi- 
afm would,  in  no  refpeft,  account  for  the 
things,  for  which  it  is  alledged.  Enthufi- 
afm could  not  poffiblv  make  its  votaries  be- 
lieve, that  a  man  was  born  blind,  and  lived 
blind  for  twenty  years,  and  then,  at  a  com- 
mand, received  his  fight;  that  men  w7ere 
encrufled  with  the  leprofy,  white  as  jnow, 
and,  in  a  moment,  were  changed  into  the 
ufual  healthful  appearance  of  the  human 
perfon  ;  and  that  themfelves,  with  eight  or 
ten  thoufand  others,  had  eaten  to  the  full 
of  five,  or  feven  loaves,  and  a  few  little 
fifties.  Enthufiafm  could,  in  no  wife,  per- 
fuade  any  perfon,  otherwife  poffeffed  of 
common-fenfe,  that  Christ  daily  and  al- 
v/ay  performed  thefe,  and  the  like,  won- 
derful works,   at  his  pleafurc,    in  the  mo  ft 
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public  manner,  and  fo  as  to  convince  and 
alarm  the  whole  country  of  judea  ;  that  he 
taught  things,  different 'from  all,  which  had 
been  before    taught,    and  wholly  fuperiour 
to  all  preceding  do&rines  of  men;  and  at 
the  fame  time,  enable  that  perfon  actually 
to  remember  the  things  themfelves,  and  the 
words,  in  which  they  had  been  communica- 
ted, and  to  record  them  for  the   infpe£ion 
of  others.     In  a  word,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
total   inefficiency   of  Enthufiafm    to  bear 
men  above   a  whole  life  of  uniform   fuffer- 
ing,  oppofition,  want  and  wretchednefs,  k 
could  never  perfuadeany  man,  that,  through 
a  long  period,   he  himfelf  was  able,    with  a 
word,  to  heal  the  fick,   to  reflore   the  lame, 
and  to  raife  the  dead,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.      For  thefe,    and  the-  like  ef- 
fecis,    the  caufe  affigned   is  wholly   inade- 
quate ;  and,  but  for  a  peculiar  fpirit  of  op- 
position to  Chriftiani.y,  would  never,  even 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  have  been  fuggefted  by 
anv  man,    who  had   the  lead  acquaintance 
with  the  human  character. 

Thus  it  is,  I  prefume,  fufficiently  evi- 
dent, that  the  Apoftles  were  not  deceived. 

That  they  were  not  deceivers,  or  im- 
poftors,  will,  I  truft,  be  rendered  equally 
evident,  by  the  following  considerations. 

'  ift.   Had  they  been  inclined  to  deceive, 
it  ivasimpoifible,  that  they  mould  ever  have 
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accomplifhed  fuch  a  defign.  The  facls, 
which  conRitute  the  Aim  of  their  informa- 
tion to  mankind,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
whole  Chriftian  fyAem,  were,  according  to 
their  own  reprefentations,  of  the  mod  pub- 
lic notoriety.  They  directly  declare  to  the 
Jews,  that  they,  in  numerous  and  fucceflive 
inftances,  were  witneffes  of  thefe  fads, 
equally  with  themfelves.  To  the  know- 
ledge, which  their  countrymen  poAeAed,  of 
thefe  facls,  as  having  been  eye,  and  ear  wk- 
nefles  of  them,  they  boldly  and  Readily  ap- 
peal; and  on  this  knowledge  ground  thofe 
arguments  of  eonviclion,  and  perfuaAon, 
which  produced  fuch  effects,  as  never  were 
before,  or  Ance,  produced  by  arguments. 
This  is,  indeed,  very  Angular  conduct  for 
impoAors  to  purfue,  and  may  with  confi- 
dence be  afierted  to  have  exifted  in  no 
other  cafe  of  impoAtion.  Nothing  is  more 
evident,  than  that,  if  the  ApoAles  defigned 
to  impofe  on  their  countrymen,  they  could 
not  have  adopted  more  obvious,  or  more 
effectual  means  to  defeat  the  deAgn,  at  its 
very  commencement.  In  a  word,  if  the 
ApoAles  are  believed,  in  fuch  conduct  as 
this,  to  have  aimed  at  impoAtion,  they 
cannot,  by  thofe  who  entertain  this  belief, 
be  vindicated  from  the  character,  either 
of  idiocy,  or  of  phrenzy;  and  one  of  thefe 
muA  probably,  in  the  eyes  of  all  perfons 
who  deliberately  attribute  to  them  fuch  a 
defign,  be  their  real  character. 
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2d.  If  the  Apoftles  were  deceivers,  they 
were  deceivers,  againft  all  thofe  motives, 
which,  in  cafes  of  this  nature,  have  hitherto 
influenced  the  human  race. 

All  men,  who  are  not  wholly  deprived 
of  rcafon,  invariably  act,  with  a  view  to 
fome  good,  which  thev  expect  by  acting  to 
obtain.  This  maxim  is  as  certain,  and  as 
acknowledged,  as  that  all  bodies  gravitate. 
Arguments  are  therefore  founded  on  the 
fir  ft  of  thefe  truths,  as  firmly,  as  on  the  lad. 
The  Apoftles,  then,  if  deceivers,  undoubt-, 
edly  expeB.ed  fome  good  from  the  deceit. 
But  what  good  could  men  expect,  in  the 
prefent  life,  from  oppofing,  without  any 
foundation  to  reft  on,  the  religion  of  their 
country,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  they  ac- 
knowledged to  be  enjoined  by  God  ?  What, 
from  oppofing  the  religions  of  the  whole 
human  race?  What,  from  aiTertinga  defpi- 
fed  and  crucified  man  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  author  of  a  new  and  moft  in- 
tcrcfting  Revelation  of  his  Will ;  when  thev 
knew  that  themfelves,  and  all  who  had  been 
acquainted  with  him,  alfo,  knew,  that  he 
had  given  no  probable  evidence  of  merit- 
ing this  character?  What  good  could  they 
expect  from  afferting  themfelves  to  be  pol- 
feffed  of  the  power  of  working  miracles  in 
his  name,  and  from  profefiing  their  ability, 
and  readinefs,  to  work  miracles,  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance,  and  publicity,  when   they 

F 


*S  GENUINENESS    AND    AUTHENTICITY 

certainly  knew,  that  they  poffeffed  no  fuch 
power  ? 

Admitting,  however,  this  palpable  al>- 
fardity,  is  it  poffible,  that  they  mould  ex- 
pect, any  good  from  this  profeffion,  after 
they  had  made  the  experiment,  and  had  in 
every  inflance  failed  ?  For,  in  this  cafe, 
they  muft  have  failed  in  every  inftance. 
What  could  they  expect,  what  could  they 
receive,  but  uniform  contempt,  and  entire 
infamy  ? 

It  is  in  vain,  here,  to  affert,  that  there 
have  been  parallel  inftances.  Until  Infi- 
dels fhall  produce  at  leafi  one  parrallel  in 
fiance,  it  may  be  confidently  aflerted,  that 
irone  has  exifled.  As  to  thofe,  which  they 
have  hitherto  alledged,  they  ought  to  blufh 
whenever  they  recollect  them;  for,  it  is 
prefumed,  that,  with  all  the  extravagant  and 
lingular  prejudices,  manifefled  by  them 
againft  Chriltianity,  they  cannot  but  fee, 
both  from  the  nature,  and  the  publicity,  of 
the  miracles  of  the  Gofpel,  an  entire  and 
irreconcileable  difference  between  their 
own  workers  of  miracles,  andthe  Apoflles. 

In  the  future  world,  the  Apoflles,  if  de- 
ceivers, could  certainly  expeel  no  good. 
In  this  cafe,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  believed  in  either  the  character,  or  the 
declarations,  of  Christ.  All  his  promifes 
to  them  of  future  and  eternal  happinefs,  if 
he  be  fuppofed  to  have  made  any,  muflj  ir>. 
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their  view,  have  been  idle  tales.  Hence, 
if  they  expected  any  good  in  the  futuie 
world,  they  mult  have  expected  it,  merely 
as  the  reward  of  their  deception.  But  can 
it  be  imagined,  that  any  man  could  expecl 
future,  everlafting  happinefs,  efpecially  in 
that  future  world,  and  from  the.  hands  of 
that  God,  whom  they  have  defcribed,  as 
the  reward  of  a  lye,  or  rather  of  a  life  fpent 
in  lying  ?  Can  a  Jew  have  formed  fuch  ex- 
pectations, with  the  Old-Teflament  in  his 
hands  ?  Above  all,  can  thofe  men  have 
formed  fuch  expectations,  who  forbade  to 
do  any  evil,  that  any  good  might  come,  on 
pain  of  damnation  ;  and  who  declared, 
that  "vhofocvcr  loveth  or  maketh  a  lye  mall  be 
cut  oft  from  all  future  good  ? 

It  is  unnecefTary  to  add  any  thing,  un- 
der this  head,  further  than  to  obferve,  that 
arguments  of  this  nature  are  allowed,  by 
Mr.  Hume  himfelf,  to  have  the  fame  force 
with  thofe,  which  are  founded  on  natural 
caufes.  In  his  Efiay  on  Liberty  and  Ne- 
ceffity,  he  obferves— i; When  we  conuder 
how  aptly  natural  and  moral  evidence  link 
together,  and  form  only  one  chain  of  argu- 
ment, we  Stall  make  no  fcrupie  to  allow, 
that  thev  are  of  the  fame  nature,  and  are 
derived  from  the  fame  principles." 

3.  It  is  incredible  that  wicked  men,  fuch 
as   impo'lurs    of  courfe    are.  fhouk}    have 
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aimed  at  the    objects,    visibly   aimed    at, 
throughout  the  New-Teftament. 

o 

The  whole  end  fi ugly  a/meda£  in  the 
New-Teftament,  is  manifeftly  to  make  man- 
kind virtuous.  The  Iliitory,  Do&rines, 
Precepts,  and  Ordinances,  unitedly  urge 
men  to  nothing,  but  piety  to  God,  a  rea- 
sonable government  of  themielves,  and  juf- 
tice  and  benevolence  to  each  other.  Can 
an  impoftor  be  imagined  to  aim  at  this  end  ? 
On  what  grounds,  can  he  be  fuppofed  to  la- 
bor, for  thispurpofe,  through  a  life,  encir- 
cled with  daily  and  extreme  diftrefs,  and 
voluntarily,  and  with  undoubting  pre- 
fcience,  to  meet  a'violent  and  ignominious 
death  ?  I  leave  to  infidels  to  explain  the 
myftery,  to  unfold  the  principles,  and  to 
reconcile  the  purpole  with  the  character. 

4th.  The  Apoftles  lived  fo  as  no  de- 
ceiver ever  lived. 


The  Apoftles  not  only  appear  to  have 
been  virtuous  men,  but  have  been  gene- 
rally acknowledged  fairly  to  claim  high 
diitinclion,  in  the  lift  of  the  virtuous.  To 
eftahlim  this  diftixi&ou  nothing  more  is 
neceflary,  than  to  compare  them  with  PJu- 
lofophers  in  general,  particularly  with  Infi- 
del Philofophcrs.  Let  them  be  compared, 
for  inftance,  with  Bolingbroke,  Hume, 
Voltaire,  and  Rondeau,  and  there  will  be 
found  not  a  near  refemblance,  but,  in  moli 


OF    TOW    NEW -TESTAMENT.  41 

refpecls,  a  (Inking  contrail.  Nor  are  they 
totally  (liperiour  to  Infidels  alone;  but  to 
men  of  virtue  and  piety.  In  the  mod  exact, 
fublime,  refined,  and  enduring  virtue,  they 
(land  alone  ;  and  very  remote  from  any 
rival.  How  is  fuch  a  character  to  be  re- 
conciled with  a  life  of  impofture  ? 

5.  An  impofition  committed  to  fo  many 
perfons  could  not  have  efcaped  detection. 

The  number  of  the  Apoflies,  including 
Matthias  and  Paul,  was  thirteen,  and  that 
of  their  coadjutors,    though  unknown,  was 
evidently    much  greater.       Seventy  were 
commiiKoned,  as  preachers,   by   Christ; 
and  many  more  by  the  Apoflies.      Perhaps 
there  never  was  any  plot  committed  to  fuch 
a  number  of  perfons,   without  detection  ; 
even  where  it  refpectcd  a  Jingle  action,  ex- 
i(l;cd  for  a  little  period,  and  was  not  extort- 
ed by  any  diflreflingacls  of  violence.     But 
here  the    fecret,    if  we  fuppofe   a  fecret  Co 
have  exifted,  was  a  defign,    the  molt  com- 
plex, and  the  molt  extenfive,    which   ever 
entered   into    the    human   mind  ;  and   the 
profecution  of  it  was  extended   through  life 
and   embittered     with   oppofition,    hatred, 
want,    and   infamy.      Yet   no   one   of  the 
number  ever  difcovcred  it,   although  they 
had  frequent  and  zealous  contentions,   and 
although  none  gained,  and  all   fuffered  by 
the  concealment.      Not  a  hint  of  this  nature 
is  given,  nor  a  fufoieion  warranted,   by  the 
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•whole  teftimony  of  antiquity.  Would  an 
opinion  fraught  with  fuch  incredibility,  as 
attends  that,  which  is  herr  combated,  be 
admitted,  or  even  fuggefted  on  any  other 
fubjeci.  ? 

At  the  fame  time,  it  is  to  be  remember- 
ed, that  their  underftanding,  and  informa- 
tion, in  human  policy  was  too  confined,  to 
allow  of  fuch  concealment,  even  if,  in  oth- 
er circumftancts,  it  had  been  poffible. — 
They  were  all  plain  men  ;  like  the  farmers 
and  mechanics  of  this  country  ;  only  far 
]efs  informed.  Such  men,  limited  wholly 
and  of  necefiity,  to  their  own  narrow  circle 
of  bufinefs,  to  provide  fubfiftence  forthem- 
felves  and  their  families,  cannot  be  believ- 
ed, in  that  bufinefs,  to  have  imbibed  fo 
profound  a  policy,  or  arts  of  fuch  complete 
and  fagacious  impofition. 

From  thefe  arguments  it  appears  incredi- 
ble, that  the  Apoftles  were  deceivers.  It 
may,  however,  not  be  improper  to  fuggeft 
the  following  reafons  to  prove,  that  they 
were  neither  deceivers,  nor  deceived. 

ift.  They  puhlifhed  the  prophecy  of 
Christ,  concerning  the  deftruclion  of  Je- 
rufalem,  feveral  years,  before  that  event 
took  place. 

The  three  iBrft  Gofpels,  in  which  that 
event  is  predicted,  were  publifhed  as  early, 
at  lead  as  the  year  fixty-four  ;  and    jerufa- 
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]em  tyas  taken,  by  Titus,  on  the  eighth  of 
September,  in  the  year  feventy.  This  pro- 
phecy contains  fo  minute  and  explicit  a 
defcription  of  the  event,  under  confidera- 
tion,  with  regard  to  perfons,  time,  and  cir- 
cumftances,  as  to  exclude  the  poffibilitv  of 
any  material  miftake.  The  Evangelifts, 
therefore,  in  giving  this  prediction  to  man- 
kind, put  their  Matter's  character,  and  their 
own  together  with  the  whole  Chri'ftian  caufe, 
on  the  iffue.  If  the  prediction  were  not 
exactly  fulfilled,  all  fell  at  once.  This  they 
could  not  but  know ;  and  plainly,  there- 
fore, could  not,  unlefs  they  fully  believed 
the  prediction,  have  publimed  it  to  the 
world.  But,  if  they  were  deceivers,  they 
could  not  hate  believed  it.  The  confe- 
quence  is  obvious,  and  undeniable. 

THHTthey  were  not  deceived,  with  re- 
gard either  to  the  prediction,  or  the  cha- 
racter of  Christ,  is,  with  like  evidence, 
proved  by  the  fulfilment  of  the  prediction  : 
a  fulfilment  foexatt,  and  entire,  as  to  re- 
move every  doubt  ;  efpecially  when  it  is 
remembered,  that  the  Hiftorian,  who,  from 
his  own  knowledge  and  prefence,  has  con- 
firmed this  truth,  was  a  Pharifee. 

2d.  This  proportion  is  evidenced  by 
their  total  inability,  of  themfeives,  to  form, 
and  to  fill  up  fuch  a  character,  as  that   of 

Jesus  Christ, 
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To  form  a  perfect  character,  and  to  nil 
it  up  with.fuch  traits,  as  to  make  it  appear 
like  a  real,  living,  acting  being,  or  like 
one,  who  has  really  lived,  and  acted,  in  the 
world,  and  to  give  it  proper  and  chara&- 
eriftical  fentiments  and  manners,  is  per- 
haps, as  hard  a  talk,  as  was  ever  underta- 
ken by  the  human  genius.  Virgil,  one  of 
the  greatcft  geniufes,  and  one  of  the  wifetl 
men,  of  Heathen  antiquity,  has  attempt- 
ed it,  in  his  Eneas. — With  his  fuccefs 
this  Audience  are  fufficiently  acquaint- 
ed. Eneas,  in  the  hands  of  this  great 
matter  of  fine  writing,  is  not  only  a  fpi- 
ritlefs  and  un  amiable  perfon,  but  is 
tinctured,  throughout,  with  groflhefs  and 
immorality.  The  Heathens,  indeed,  have 
not,  in  their  poetry,  exhibited  one  amiable 
character,  becaufe,  asisjuttly  obferved  by 
the  Author  of  the  Rambler,  they  were  un- 
acquainted with  Revelation.  They  had  no 
virtuous  models,  from  which  to  copy  ;  and 
like  other  men,  were  wholly  unable  to  form 
fwch  a  character  by  mere  imagination.  — 
Their  morals  were  fo  grofs  and  their  con- 
ceptions of  virtue  fo  imperfect,  that  the 
proper  features  of  fuch  a  character  appear 
not  to  have  entered  their  conception. 

But  what  Virgil  could  not  perform  each 
of  the  four  Evan  gel  ids  has  in  the  more  finifh- 
cd  manner  performed.  The  character  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  wholly  that  of  a  real, 
living,  acting  perfon  ;  as  diftinft  as  that  of 
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Kamlet,  or  Achilles.  At  the  fame  time, 
it  is  a  character  of  finifhed  perfection.  All 
the  parts  of  it  are  fuited  entirely  to  each 
other,  and,  united,  conftitute,  beyond  com- 
parifon,  the  faireft  image  of  pure,  uniform 
and  exalted  virtue,  which  ever  entered  in- 
to the  human  rsind.  The  piety,  the  bene- 
volence, the  wifdom,  the  integrity,  the  love- 
linefs,  of  the  Redeemer  have  had  no  rival, 
no  fecond,  even  in  the  higheft  efforts 
of  the  noblefl  imagination.  His  Doctrines 
vifibly  excel  all  other  doctrines;  his  pre- 
cepts triumph  over  all  other  moral  rules; 
and  his  conducl  leaves  out  of  comparifon 
every  human  example.  Notwithftanding 
the  beft  and  wifeft  of  mankind  have  labori- 
oufly  imbibed  his  wifdom,  and  ftudioufly 
formed  themfelves  by  his  precepts,  he  (till 
ftands  alone ;  the  meridian  fun,  in  whofe 
prefence  every  little  luminary  "  hides  its 
diminifhedhead." 

On  this  fubjeQ:,  there  is  no  difpute  ;  as 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Almoft  all  the  wife 
men,  who  have  lived,  fince  the  Chriftian 
asra,  and  all  the  virtuous,  have  united  in 
this  fentiment ;  and  far  more  of  fuch  men 
than  the  whole  earth  has  produced  befides, 
have  diligently  ftudied  the  books,  in  which 
the  Hiftory  of  this  glorious  perfon  is  con- 
tained ;  and  they  have,  with  one  voice, 
agreed,  that  the  wifdom  manifefted  in  them 
is  from  Heaven,  and  that  the  Author  of  it 
is  the  Son  of  God.  In  the  meantime,  his 
G 
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inftru&ions  and  chara&er  have  wrought  in 
the  world,  the  greateft  change,  which  it  has 
ever  experienced,  and  become  the  fource 
of  almoft  all  the  juft,  moral  fentiments,  and 
amiable  moral  conduct,  which  have  exifted, 
fince  this  Hiftory  wasfirft  publiffied,  in  the 
Gofpel.  The  excellence  and  preeminence 
of  his  Character  is,  therefore,  fully  eftab- 
lifhed,  and  has  been  acknowledged  by  many- 
Infidels,  befide  RouiTeau. 

Could  fuch  a  character  be  the  refult  ei- 
ther of  enthufiafm,  or  of  deceit  ?  Whence 
had  the  Apoftles  fuch  ideas  ?  How  were  me- 
chanics and  fifhermen  enabled  to  accom- 
plifh  what  none  of  the  human  race,  befide 
them,  has  ever  accomplished  ?  Can  we  fup- 
pofe  the  fifhermen  of  Judea  to  have  been 
Jo  totally  fuperiour  not  only  to  the  fifher- 
men, but  to  all  the  wife  and  learned  men, 
of  every  other  country? 

3d.  If  we  allow  this  abfurdity  to  have 
exifted,  we  fhall  ftill  be  wholly  unable  to 
account  for  their  forming  fuch  a  Character, 
as    that  of  Christ. 

The  Apoftles  have  given  us  the  Charac- 
ter of  the  Mefliah.  This  Perfon  they,  with 
their  whole  nation,  expected  to  appear,  in 
circumftances  of  the  higheft  temporal  gran- 
deur and  dignity.  With  this  preconcep- 
tion firmly  riveted,  the  Apoftles  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to   have  departed,  without  fome 
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adequate  caufe,  from  all  their  preceding 
ideas  of  this  fplendid  Perfonage,  and  to 
have  formed  a  character  of  him  fo  greatly 
reverfed,  as  that,  which  they  have  actually 
formed.  Nor  can  any  caufe  be  conceived 
to  be  an  adequate  one,  unlefs  of  equal 
magnitude  with  that,  which  themfelves  have 
left  upon  record.  Nothing,  lefs  than  the 
evidence  of  their  own  eyes  and  ears,  will 
account  for  this  fact.  They  mud  have 
thoroughly  known  the  perfon,  to  be  able  to 
defcribe  the  character,  and  by  irrefiftable 
conviction  have  been  forced  to  renounce 
all  their  former  prejudices,  to  be  willing. 

4th.  The  truth  of  the  Apoftles  teftimo- 
ny  is  evinced  by  the  attettations  of  their 
Enemies  to  the  principal  facts,  which  they 
record. 

The  teftimony  of  Judas  to  the  whole 
character  of  Christ,  efpecially  his  mo- 
ral chara&er,  may  be  fairly  efteemed  deci- 
(ive. 

Judas  had  every  advantage  for  knowing 
the  whole  character  and  conduct  of  Christ, 
and  every  conceivable  temptation  to  pub- 
lifli  whatever  was  defective  in  it.  If  he 
preached  not  the  -wifdom,  if  he  wrought  not 
the  miracles,  if  he  practifed  not  the  virtues, 
profeffed  by  himfelf,  and  attributed  to  him 
by  others,  Judas  could  not  have  been  ig- 
norant of  the  failure,  nor  have  neglected  to 
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publifh  the  impofition.  But,  while  his 
temptations  operated  in  the  higheft  degree, 
he  has  not  only  accufed  him  of  nothing,  and 
directly  declared  him  innocent ;  but  by 
accomplifhing,  at  this  trying  period,  his 
own  death,  has  given  the  cleared  proof 
that,  in  his  view,  Christ  was  what  he  pro- 
fefTed  to  be;  a  preacher  of  truth,  a  perfect 
example  of  holinefs,  the  author  of  the  moil 
wonderful  miracles,  and,  in  a  word,  ther 
Son  of  God. 

The  Jews  were  generally  mofl  bitter 
enemies  to  Christ.  His  miracles  and 
life  were  exhibited  to  them  daily,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  enable  them  competently 
to  judge,  of  both.  If  it  could  have  been 
done  with  a  fhadow  of  pretence,  they  mull 
therefore,  have  denied  his  miracles,  and  af- 
perfed  his  character.  A  few  inflances  of 
fuchafperfion  are  recorded  in  the  Gofpel  ; 
I  need  not  mention  how  groundless,  or  how 
contemptible.  Similar  afperfions,  if  pofli- 
ble  more  groundlefs,  and  more  contempti- 
ble, are  handed  down  in  the  ||  Mifhna,  and 
in  the  Talmud.  Generally  they  d^red  not 
to  call  his  character  at  all  in  queftton,  until 
long  after  the  eftablifhment  of  Chriftianity 
throughout  the  Roman  Empire  ;  as  I  fhall 
foon  evince,    by   a   pafTage  from  Origen, 

||  Mifhna,  a  Colle&ion  of  J?wifh  traditions  made  by 
R3bbi  J^kuda,  ahoutthc)ear  ore  hundred  and  eighty  : — 
Talmud  a  Commentary  on  the  Mifhna.  There  are  two 
Talmud'?,  tlu- Jerufalem  Talmud,  and  the  B-byloii'an. 
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which  I  conceive  fairly  to  decide  this  quef- 
tion.  His  miracles  they  denied  neither  in 
the  Gospels,  nor  in  the  Mifhna  and  Tal- 
mud ;  but  acknowledged  their  exiftence 
fully  ;  attributing  them,  in  the  one,  to  a 
concert  with  Belzebub,  and,  in  the  other 
to  magic,  which  they  aflert  him  to  have 
learned  in  Egypt.  In  the  mean  time,  thefe 
laft  mentioned  books,  written  with  the  moll 
malignant  oppofltion  to  Chriftianity,  give 
attestation  to  the  exiftence  of  Christ,  as 
the  Author  cf  a  new  Religion,  and  as  a 
Worker  of  miracles  ;  to  the  ftate  of  the 
Jews,  as  defcribed  in  the  Gofpels  ;  to  his 
Difciples,  as  having  followed  him,  and 
wrought  miracles  in  his  name  ;  to  the  des- 
truction of  Jerufalem;  to  the  rife,  and  the 
prevalence,  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  to  the 
conftancy  of  the  Chriftians,  in  its  early  pe- 
riods. 

Among  the  Heathens,  whofe  hatred  to 
Chriftianity  needs  not  to  be  fpecified  (be- 
fide  the  teftimony  afferted,  by  Juftin  Mar- 
tyr and  Tertullian,  to  be  contained  in  the 
Acts  of  Pilate,  the  exiftence  and  authenti- 
city of  which  cannot,  it  is  prefumed,  be 
fairly  difputed)  Tacitus,  the  Roman  Hifto- 
rian  whofe  character,  as  a  writer,  requires 
no  remarks,  and  who  flourifhed  about  the 
year  one  hundred,  thirty-fix  years  after  the 
Gofpels  of  Mathew  and  Mark,  were  writ- 
ten, declares  the  time,  name,  country,  and 
character,  of  Christ,  as  the  Author  of  the 
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Chriftian  Religion  ;  bears  witnefs  to  his 
trial,  and  death  under  Pontius  Pilate,  pro- 
curator of  Judea,  and  to  the  expectation  of 
theMeffiah  by  the  Jews;  and  records  the 
deftruclion  of  Jerufalem,  together  with  the 
principal  events  which  attended  it  ;  the 
great  numbers  of  Chriftians,  at  this  early 
period  exifting  in  Rome,  Judea,  and  other 
places  ;  and  the  terrible  perfecution  of 
them, 'by  Nero. 

The  fame  things,  generally,  are  teftified 
by  Sulpicius,  Anno  four  hundred. 

The  banifhmentof  the  Jews,  from  Rome, 
by  Claudius,  is  aflerted  by  Suetonius,  An- 
no one  hundred  and  ten  ;  as  is  alfo  the  def- 
truclion  of  Jerufalem. 

The  Emperors  Trajan,  Anno  one  hun- 
dred and  ieven,  and  Adrian,  Anno  one 
hundred  and  feventeen,  teflify  feveral  inter- 
esting things  concerning  the  Chriftians; 
particularly  their  great  numbers,  innocence, 
and  conftancy. 

Pliny,  Anno  one  hundred  and  feven, 
befide  the  things  juft  mentioned,  informs 
us.  that  the  Chriftians  fleadfaUly  oppofed 
Idolatry;  wcrfhipped,  in  AfTemblies,  on 
the  Lord's  day  ;  fung  hymns  to  Christ,  as 
a  Gon  ;  held  agapce,  or  feafts  of  charity  ; 
had  church  officers  ;  and  engaged,  by  oath 
to  commit  neither  theft,  robbery,  nor  adul- 
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tery,  nor  ever  to  falfify  their  word,  nor  to 
betray  any  truft. 

Celsus,  the  famous  Epicurean  philofo- 
pher  and  bitter  champion  for  Heathenifm 
againftChriftianity,  Anno  one  hundredand 
feventy  fix,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years 
after  the  firft  written  Gofpel,  teftines  be- 
fide  the  things  already  mentioned,  that 
there  were  books,  written  by  the  Difciples 
of  Christ,  containing  an  account  of  his 
life  and  actions,  his  own  difcourfes  and 
words;  particularly  feveral  predictions  of 
his  ;  his  Name  Logos,  or  the  Word  of 
God  ;  his  genealogy,  and  that  of  Mary,  his 
mother.  He  further  teftifies,  that  he  was 
born  of  a  Virgin,  and  was  reputed  to  be 
the  fon  of  a  Carpenter  ;  that  the  Chalde- 
ans were  reported  to  have  come,  and  wor- 
fhipped  him,  when  he  was  an  infant;  that 
Herod  the  Tetrarch,  being  informed  of  this, 
ordered  all,  who  had  been  born  in  that 
village,  about  that  time,  to  be  killed,  in- 
tending to  kill  him,  left  he  fhould  after- 
wards take  the  government ;  that  he  was 
carried  into  Egypt,  left  he  fhould  be  killed  ; 
that  Angels  were  fent,  on  his  account ;  that 
he  was  baptized  by  John  ;  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  defc ended  on  him,  in  the  fhape  of 
a  Dove  ;  that  a  voice  from  Heaven,  de- 
clared him  to  be  the  Son  of  God  ;  that  he 
was  verv  poor  ;  went  about  i'rom  placebo 
place;  took  to  himfelften  or  eleven,  ab- 
jefts,  Or  low  people;  healed  difeafes  ;  and 
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raifed  the  dead  ;  fed  multitudes  with  a  few 
loaves,  of  which  large  fragments  were  left ; 
was  called  a  Nazarsean  \  reprefented  him- 
felf  as  fent  to  call  not  the  righteous,  but 
finners  to  repentance  ;  forbade  the  anxious 
puriuit  of  riches;  expofed  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  immortal  life  by  the  rich  ;  was 
called  upon  to  fhow  a  fign  in  the  temple; 
was  deferted,  denied,  and  betrayed,  by  his 
companions  ;  was  derided,  clad  in  a  purple 
robe,  crowned  with  thorns,  had  a  reed  put 
into  his  hands,  thirfted,  and  had  gall  and 
vinegar  given  to  him  ;  that  blood  flowed 
from  his  fide  ;  that  he  died  a  fhameful 
death,  and  was  reviled  at  his  death  ;  that  he 
foreknew,  and  foretold  his  f  ifferings ;  rofe 
again  from  the  dead;  fhewed  himfelf  to  a 
woman,  and  to  feveral  others ;  mewed  the 
marks  of  the  nails  ;  breathed  on  his  Difci- 
ples  ;  was  the  firft  Author  of  the  Chriftian 
perfuafion*  taught  the  doclrine  but  a  few 
years  before  Celfus  wrote;  was  at  that 
tirneefleemed  fuperior  to  Angels,  reckon- 
ed to  be  the  Son  of  God,  and  called  a 
God  ;  and  that  one  Angel,  and,  in  another 
place,  two,  were  faid  to  appear  at  the  fepul- 
cre  of  Jesus.  Celfus,  alfo,  teftifies  further 
that  the  Doctrine  of  the  Refurre&ion  of  the 
Body,  and  of  a  future,  Immortal  Life, 
founded  on  the  life,  death,  and  preaching, 
of  Chriit,  was  recorded  by  his  Difciples ; 
that  many  Jews  believed  on  him,  and  for- 
fook  the  worfhip  of  their  own  country  ; 
that  his  followers  were,  at  firft,  four  in  num- 
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ber,  and  of  one  mind ;  that  they  afterwards 
became  numerous,  fpread  abroad,  and  were 
divided  in  opinion;  that  they  cuftomarily 
met  together,  in  aflemblies,  and  there  taught 
things  agreeable  to  their  fentiments ;  that 
they  were  forbidden  to  partake  in  idol- 
feafts,  and  refufed  to  join  in  idol-worfhip  ; 
and  that  the  Jews  were  punifhed  for  the 
crucifixion  of  J e s u s. 

Julian,  who  was  porTefTed  of  mod  of 
the  learning  of  his  age,  who  had  the  edu- 
cation of  a  Chriftian,  and  the  malice  of  an 
Apoftate,  and  whofe  teftimony,  therefore, 
will  not  be  fufpecled,  declares  that  Christ 
was  born,  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  aid  at 
the  time  of  taxing,  or  enrolment,  made  by 
Cyrenius,  or  Ouirinus  ;  that  the  Chriftian 
Religion  arofe,  in  the  time  of  Tiberius, 
and  Claudius  ;  that  the  Hiftorical  books 
of  the  New- Teftament  were  genuine,  and 
authentic  ;  that  they  were  the  only  Hifto- 
rical books,  acknowledged,  as  of  facred 
authority,  by  the  Chriftians,  and  the  only 
authentic  memoirs  of  Christ,  and  his 
Apoftles ;  that  the  Gofpels  were  written  as 
early,  as  is  generally  believed  ;  and  parti- 
cularly, that  John's,  the  laft,  was  written, 
foon  after  the  death  of  Peter  and  Paul.  He 
alfo  teftifies,  that  Christ  cured  the  blind, 
the  lame,  and  the  poffefTed,  rebuked  the 
wind>,  and  walked  on  the  waves ;  that  there 
were  multitudes  of  Chriftians  in  Greece, 
and  in  Italy,  before  John  wrote  his  Gofpel  > 
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that,  befide  perfons  in  humble  life,  Cor- 
nelius and  Sergius  Paulus  were  Chriftians  ; 
and  that  Peter  and  Paul  were  the  great 
preachers  of  Chriftianity.* 

The  teftimonies  of  Porphyry  and  Hiero* 
cles  are  alio,  in  feveral  refpecls,  of  confi- 
derable  value.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regret- 
ed,  that  fo  fmall  a  part  of  their  works,  efpe- 
cially  of  thofe  of  Porphyry,  is  now  remain- 
ing. From  the  fcope  of  them,  fo  far  as  we 
are  informed,  they  would  have  furnifhed  a 
highly  interefting  teftimony  to  the  Scrip- 
tures. A  minute  account  of  their  remain- 
ing teftimony  cannot  now  be  given  j  but 
it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  they,  together 
with  Celfus  and  Julian,  acknowlege  the 
genuinenefs  and  authenticity  of  thefe  books; 
and  miferably  evade  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment, from  the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his 
Apoflles,  by  attributing  them  to  magic. 

There  are,  alfo,  flill  remaining,  many 
other  ufeful  Heathen  teftimonies,  which 
cannot  now  be  particularly  mentioned. 

Froiti  thofe,  which  have  been  mention- 
ed, the  conclufion  appears  to  be  fairly 
drawn,  that  the  Apoflles  have  given  a  true 
teftim   ny  to  Mankind.     From  Celius,  ef- 

*  Julian  aimed  to  overthrow  the  Chriflian  Religion,  but 
has  confirmed  it.  His  arguments  againfl  it  arc  peifYclly 
harmlefs,    and  inefficient   to  anfettle  the  weakeft  Chriltiaii 
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pecially,  do  we  derive  decifive  evidence  of 
this  truth.  It  is  not  here  defigned  to  re- 
prefent  this  Philofopher,  as  receiving  the  fe 
things,  in  the  manner,  in  which  we  recie\re 
them.  In  this  cafe,  he  muft  have  been  a 
Chriftian.  But  he  confidered  them,  as  the 
acknowledged  reprefentations  of  the  Evan- 
gelifts,  eye  and  ear  witneffes  of  the  things 
which  they  declare  ;  reprefentations,  in  his 
own  time,  univerfally  received  by  Chrif- 
tians,  and  never  impeached.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  here  obferved,  that  Origen 
declares  Celfus  to  have,  by  infinuation,  af- 
perfed,  in  fome  degree,  the  character  of 
Christ,  though  with  nothing  infamous; 
and  to  have  been  the  only  perfon,  of  whom 
himfelf  had  ever  heard,  as  having  afperfed 
him  at  all.Thisdeclarationof  Ori^enmay  be 
efteemed  a  full  proof  of  the  perfect  fpotlefT- 
nefs  of  Christ's  Character,  from  his  death 
to  the  time  of  Celfus :  for  Origen  could 
not  but  know,  and  has  undoubtedly  declar- 
ed, the  truth. 

5th.  The  truth  of  the  Apoflles,  testimo- 
ny is  proved  in  a  peculiar  manner,  by  fev- 
eral  important  inftitutions,  and  memorials 
of  interefting  facts,  which  they  have  record- 
ed.    Thefe  inftitutions  and  memorials  are, 

lft.  Baptifm,  introduced  in  the  room  of 
Circumcifion  : 
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2d.  The  Lord's   Supper,   inftead  of  trie 
Paffover : 

3d.  The  Firft-day  Sabbath,  inftead  of  the 
Seventh  day  Sabbath  : 

4th.  The   Chriftian-worfhip,    inftead  of 
the  Temple-worfhip : 

5.  The  Chriftian  Church,  inftead  of  the 
Jewifh  : 

6th.  Invocation  of  Christ,    as  God  ; 
and  alfo  Invocation  in  his  Name. 

On  thefe  it  is  to  be  obferved  generally, 
that  the  firft  Chriflians,  among  whom  thefe 
inftitutions  and  memorials  were  originally 
eftablifhed,  were  Jews,  and  were  alio  nu- 
merous ;  as  the  New-Teftament,  and  Hea- 
then, Jewifh  and  Chriftian  Antiquity  uni- 
tedly declares.  JR^frfrws.  therefore,  they 
were  nr^receiv^T  This  being  premifed, 
I  would  further  obferve, 

ift.  These  Jewifh  inftitutions  were  ef- 
tablifhed  in  the  Law  of  Mofes,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  Jews,  by  the  Apoftles, 
and  by  Christ  himfelf,  to  be  the  Word  of 
God;  and  were,  therefore,  of unqueftion- 
eci,  divine  authority. 

2d.  They  were  fan&ioned  by  the  exam- 
ple of  their  prophets,  priefts,  and  kings  ; 
and  by  a  National  adherence  of  many  cen~ 
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turies ;  even  from  the  commencement  of 
their  National  exiftence,  to  the  time  of  the 
Apoftles  Miffion. 

3d.  They  were  fan&ioned  by  the  penal 
laws  of  Mofes ;  fo  that  to  fail  of  the  com- 
manded adherence  to  them  was  punilhed 
with  excifion. 

4th.  They  were  fanctioned  by  Christ's 
uniform  obfervance  of  them,  and  by  that 
of  his  Apoftles. 

5th.  They  were  eftablifhed  in  the  minds 
of  the  Jews,  by  pride  and  bigotry,  in  the 
extreme. 

6th.  They,  with  the  reft  of  the  Mofaic 
fyftem,  were  univerfally  conftdered,  by  the 
Jews,  of  that  age,  as  defigned  to  be  perpet- 
ual. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  high  fanc- 
tions,  and  the  unprecedented  attachment  of 
the  Jews  to  thefe  inftitutions,  as  the  means 
of  perfonal,  and  national  diftinction,  the 
Chriftian  inftitutions  above  mentioned  were 
introduced  in  their  place,  and  to  their  an- 
nihilation. 

In  the  year  forty  nine,  or  fifty,  the  whole 
Church  at  Jerufalem,  confiding  of  the 
Apoftles,  Elders,  and  Brethren,  decreed, 
that  the  Gentiles,  whole  memberfhip  in  the 
Jewifh  Church,  when  profetyted,   had  be- 


5?  GENUINENESS    AND    AUTHENTICITY 

fore  depended,  equally  with  that  of  the 
Jews  themfelves,  on  an  exacl:  conformity  to- 
thefe  Mofaic  inftitutions,  fhould  not  be  un- 
der any  obligation  to  obferve  them.  This 
e  ent  may  be  confidered  as  the  annihilation, 
of  thefe  inftitutions,  in  the  Chriftian  Church; 
for,  though  the  Nazarsean  Chriftians  appear 
with  fome  others,  to  have  continued  Jew- 
ish obfervances,  after  this  period,  yet  a  blow 
was  then  given  to  them,  from  which  they 
never  recovered.  Many  of  the  Jews  ap- 
pear to  have  totally  neglected  them,  from 
this  period,  and,  in  fpite  of  their  former 
moft  bigoted  adherence,  to  have  viewed 
them  as  done  away. 

On  what  principles  can  we  account  for 
this  fingular  event  ?  The  Mofaic  Inftitu- 
tions were  confidered  by  all  Chriftians,  as 
being  of  divineauthority;  and  were  public- 
ly afferted  to  be  fo,  by  the  Apoftles,  and  by 
their  Mafter.  Could  others  be  introduced 
into  their  place,  which  were  not  acknow- 
ledged to  be  of  at  leaft  equal  authority  ? 

Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  were  pro- 
feffed  to  be  memorials  of  Christ's  Death 
and  of  the  cleanfing  of  fin,  by  the  effufion  of 
his  blood,  declared  to  have  been  (bed  pub- 
licly, at  Jerufalem,  and  on  the  feaft  of  the 
Pafibver,  by  the  Roman  Government,  and 
the  Jewifh  Sanhedrim.  Is  it  poffible,  that 
Christ  fhould  not  have  been  known  thus 
to  have  poured   out  his  blood;  or  that  his 
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fufTerings  mould  have  been  thus  commemo- 
rated by  thofe,  who  being  conftantly  ap- 
pealed to,  as  eye  witneffes  of  his  death,  yet 
did  not  know,  that  he  had  thus  died  ? 

The  Firft  day  Sabbath  was  inftituted,  im- 
mediately after  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  as  a 
memorial  of  Christ's  Refurrection  from 
the  dead.  Could  Jews  be  fuppofed  to 
unite  in  obferving  this  inftitution,  upon 
fuch  an  appeal,  if  Christ  had  not  been  on 
the  heft  grounds  believed  to  have  rifen  ; 
and  if  circumflances,  lefs  extraordinary  than 
thofe  alledged,  had  accompanied  his  Death 
and  refurrection  ;  or  if  either  were  lefs 
convincingly  attcfted,  than  is  afferted  in 
the  Gofpel  ? 

Is  it  pofTible,  that  the  Apoftles  could  be 
even  liftened  to,  when  pr®pofmg  a  Form  of 
worfhip,  new,  entirely  different  from  the 
fplendid  ritual  of  the  Temple;  a  Form  of 
worfhip,  of  which  the  Aaronic  Priefthood, 
facrifices,  and  purifications,  were  no  part; 
and  in  which  all  men  were  placed  upon  a 
level  with  the  Jews,  all  places  made  equally 
facred  with  the  Temple,  and  all  perfons 
with  the  Priefts  ;  a  Form  of  worfhip,  in 
which  univerfal  humblenefs  and  fpirituality 
were  fubflituted  in  the  room  of  unequalled 
pomp,  and  of  fervices  rendered  venerable 
and  affecting  by  the  moft  forcible  exhibi- 
tions to  knk  and  imagination;  unlefs 
Christ  had  been  certainly  known  to  have 
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appeared,  with  proofs  of  a  character,  not 
equal  only,  but  fuperiour  to  that  of  Mofes, 
and  of  an  authority,  fairly  qualifying  him  to 
change  what  God  himfelf  was  confeffcd  to 
have  once  eftablifhed  ? 

The  fame  obfervations  are,  with  the  fame 
force,  applicable  to  the  fubftitution  of  the 
Chriftian  Church  in  the  place  of  the  Jew- 
iftu 

Could  the  Invocation  of  the  name  of 
Jtsus  Christ,  which,  from  Acts  7.  56.  is 
proved  to  have  exifted,  and  from  1  Cor.  1. 
1.  2.  Acts  9.  14,  20,  21.  and  from  various 
other  paffages,  is  proved  to  have  exifted 
fo  extenfively,  as  to  become  a  defignation 
of  Chriftians  in  general,  have  been  adopted 
even  by  the  Apoflles  themielves,  and,  much 
more,  by  other  jews,  unlefs  facls,  as  extra- 
ordinary as  thole  recorded  in  the  Gofpels, 
had  evidenced  his  character  and  million, 
and  proved  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
lent  into  this  world  to  eftabliih  a  new  and 
perfect  Religion,  and  to  accomplifh  the 
Salvation  of  mankind  ? 

All  thefe  inftitutions  were  profefTedly 
built  on  facis,  publicly  appealed  to,  and 
wholly  uncontradicted,  for  ages  ;  facls  of 
themoft  fmgular  nature,  and  of  ihe  higheft 
conceivable  importance  ;  facts,  profeffed 
to  have  exifted  as  proofs  of  amoft  wonder- 
ful Miffion  of  the  mod  wonderful  Perion, 
ever  heard  of  in  this  world.     The  adoption 
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of  thefe  inftitutions,  therefore,  by  thofe 
among  whom  thefe  facts  were  declared  to 
have  exifted,  and  who  were  appealed  to  as 
eye  and  ear  witneffes  of  their  exiftence, 
while  thefe  facts  were  alledged,  as  the  obli- 
gatory and  only  reafons  far  fuch  adoption, 
appears  to  be  an  unanfwerable  proof,  that 
the  facts  themfelves  exifted,  and  of  courfe 
that  the  Apoftles  have  given  a  true  teftimo- 
ny  concerning  them.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  adoption  of  thern  by  Jews,  fo  circum- 
ftanced,  and  directly  charged  with  being 
the  enemies,  and,  in  fome  fenfe,  the  mur- 
derers, of  the  Perfon  who  was  thus  com- 
memorated and  honoured,  a  Perfon  who 
appeared  always  in  the  humbled  life,  and 
in  a  character  fo  oppofite  to  that  of  their 
expected  Mefhah,  adds  fuch  a  degree  of 
weight  to  this  evidence,  as,  one  would  im- 
agine, muft,  if  it  were  poffible,  evenfilence 
gain  faying. 

6th.  The  only  remaining  proof  of  this 
point,  which  I  mall  now  mention,  is  the 
apparent  Integrity  of  the  Narration  itfelf ; 
and  this,  becaufe  it  is  fo  obvious,  and  fo 
generally  and  eafily  undeiftood,  I  fhall  con- 
lider  in  a  fummary  manner. 

The  Integrity  of  this  Narration  appears 
in  the  firft  place,  in  the  frank  manner,  in 
which  the  writers  record  the  low  condition 
of  their  Mafter,  the  contempt  and  oppofi- 
tionj  with  which  he  met  from  the  Jewifh 
I 
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Government  and  Nation,  his  fufferings 
and  death,  and  the  ignomy,  with  which  it 
was  attended.  Nothing  was  evermore  un- 
like defign,  than  this  account,  confidered  in 
all  its  parts. 

2d.  In  the  like  frank  exhibition  of  their 
own  humble  (late  and  character,  their  er- 
rors and  faults,  their  prejudices  and  de- 
bates, and  the  numerous  inftances  in  which 
they  defervedly  received  reproof  from  the 
mouth  of  Christ. 

3d.  In  the  peculiar  fimplicity  and  im- 
partiality, with  which  they  record  facts. — 
Their  Narrations  are  mere  narrations  of 
facts3  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable  to 
their  caufe.  In  neither  cafe  do  they  utter 
a  comment,  unlefs  for  mere  explanation. 
There  is  no  opinion  pronounced,  a  fingle 
inftance  excepted ;  no  praife  given  by  them 
to  Christ;  no  blame  charged  upon  his 
enemies;  no  expreffion  of  wonder  at  his 
miracles,  nor  of  abhorrence,  at  the  injuf- 
tice  of  his  murderers ;  nothing  aggravated  ; 
nothing  diminifhed  :  and,  in  a  word,  no 
appearance  of  thofe  feelings,  which  could 
not  but  be  excited  by  the  events,  which 
they  .relate,  On  the  contrary,  they  appear 
to  have  facrified  every  human  feeling  to 
the  caufe  of  Truth,  and  to  the  obligations 
of  Duty. 

4th.  In  the  entire  harmony,  which  reigns 
throughout  their  writings.     'I  hey  wrote,  at 
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• 

different  times,  and  in  different  countries. 
The  three  firft  Evangelifts  appear  never  to 
have  feen  the  Gofpels  of  each  other  ;  and 
John  wrote  more  properly  a  fupplement  to 
their  Gofpels,  than  a  formal  narrative  of  the 
Million  of  Christ..  That  they  wrote  with- 
out  any  concert  is  certain  from  what  they 
have  written ;  and  that  their  writings  en- 
tirely  harmonize  was  never  denied,  unlefs 
from  the  love  of  the  denial.  In  time,  place 
and  circumlian-ce,  in  the  characters,  con- 
duct, and  manners  of  thofe,  whom  they 
mention,  there  is  an  agreement,  which  can- 
not be  paralleled.  Had  the  Gofpels  been 
fabricated  by  impofuion,  fuch  could  not 
have  been  their  character.  Truth  is  always 
confiftent  ;  Falfhood  never.  It  is  alfo  to 
be  obferved,  that  al  of  them  wrote  feveral 
years,  af.er  the  facts,  which  they  have  re- 
corded, took  place.  Such  an  agreement 
is,  therefore,  high  and  convincing  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  their  t^ftimony. 

3d.  The  teftimony  of  the  Apoftles  has 
been  handed  down  to  us,  uncorrupted.— 
This  I  will  endeavaur  fummarily  to  evince* 
in  the  following  obfervations. 

ift.  The  paffa ges  quoted  by  the  ancient 
Chriftian  writers,  and  by  the  Heathen  alfo, 
are  generally  quoted  in  the  lame  words,  and 
almoft  always  have  the  fame  fenfe,  which 
we  find  in  pafTages  now  m  the  New-Te {la- 
ment. 
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A  large  partoftheNew-Teftament,  and 
particularly  of  the  Hiftorical  books,  might 
be  obtained  from  thefe  writers,  in  the  very 
words  contained  in  our  printed  New- 
Teftaments.  This,  it  is  evident,  would 
have  been  impoflible,  had  not  all  quoted 
from  the  fame  briginal"  writings. 

In  many  inftances,  however^  their  quo- 
tations are  made  in  words  differing,  more  or 
lefs,  from  thofe,  which  are  acknowledged 
by  us.  On  this  fubject  it  may  be  obferved 
in  the 

lft.  Place,  that  thefe  writers  often  in- 
tentionally give  only  the  fenfe  of^  the  paf- 
fage,  as  they  feverally  underftand  it.  Of 
courfe,  judging  differently,  as  we  do,  they 
neceffarily  wrote  their  different  interpreta- 
tions, in  terms  fomewhat  differing.  Mod 
of  the  acknowledged  terms  are  frequently 
preferred  ;  although  in  the  inftances  now 
referred  to,  they  arc  preferved  rather  to 
exprefs  the  meaning  happily,  than  to  ac- 
cord exactly  with  the  'words  of  the  Scriptu- 
ral writers. 

2d.  Hence  they  differ,  not  unfrequent- 
]y,  from  each  other,  in  the  terms  which 
they  ufe,  although  generally  and  eafdv  re- 
concileable  in  the  meaning.  As  this  is. 
done  by  thofe,  who  vihbly  ufed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, the  fame  Scriptures,  and  bar- 
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inonized  in  their  theological  fentiments,  it 
is  evident,  that  their  differences  fprung 
from  the  fource,  to  which  it  is  here  attribu- 
ted. 

3d.  As  they  knew,  that  thofe,to  wham,  and 
thofe,  for  whom,  they  wrote,  had  the  New- 
Teftament,  as  well  as  themfelves,  and  as  the 
*Aut  henticity  of  thefe  books  was  notthen 
called  in  queflion,  they  quoted  fecurely, 
from  memory  knowing,  that,  if  they  made 
any  miftakes,  their  readers,  as  well  as  their 
correfpondents,  could  eafily  correct  them. 

These  quotations  are  often  made  mere- 
ly to  illuftrate  a. doctrine,  or  to  enforce  an 
exhortation,  reproof,  or  confolation  ;  and 
hence  cannot  be  expected  to  poffefs  verbal 
cxaclnefs  ;  it  being  unneccffary  to  the  pur- 
pofe  in  hand, 

4th.  Among  thofe  who,  thus  quoted* 
fo.me  were  of  more,  and  fome  of  lefs  accu- 
rate characters  ;  and  hence  they  quoted 
more  or  lefs  exactly. 

5th.  Their  own  works,  having  pafTed 
through  the  hands  of  many  tranfcribers,  are 
now  doubtlefs  lefs  exact,  in  this  refpect,  than 
they  originally  were  ;  fo  that  we  may  welt 
be  furprifed  to  find  their  differences  fo  few,. 


and  fo  ima 


*  The  Authenticity  of  the  New-Tefiament  at  !n-ge  was 
never  called  in  queftion,.  until  the  fifteenth  Century. 

J e veil's  Beyl.  Left. 
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6th.  Still  they  are  of  trifling  impor- 
tance, and  fuch  as  do  not  materially  affect  a 
fingle  doctrine,  or  fa£l. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  mofl  of 
tbofe,  which  are  here  called  quotations* 
ought  rather  to  be  termed  references.  I 
have  ufed  the  term  quotations,  becaufe  it 
has  appeared  to  me,  that  the  writers  aimed 
to  quote,  but  did  it  imperfectly,  for  the 
reafons  which  are  fuggefted. 

On  this  fubject,  it  ought  further  to  be 
mentioned,  that  many  of  thefe  writers  dif- 
fered much  in  opinion,  and  difputed  warm- 
ly,  concerning  feveral  doctrines  of  high  im- 
portance. We  may,  therefore,  well  be  af- 
tonifhed,  that  the  writers,  of  almofl  all  feels, 
fhould  fo  far  agree  in  their  quotations.  So 
general  was  this  agreement,  to  the  time  of 
Origcn,  that,  though  polfeiTed  of  more  in- 
formation, concerning  this  fubject,  than 
any,  perhaps  than  all  men  living,  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  perfon  CMarcion,  his 
followers,  the  Yalentinians,  and  perhaps 
Leucius,  excepted)  who  had  corrupted  the 
Scriptures. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  here  forgotten,  that 
thefe  very  differences  are  a  [landing  proof, 
that  there  was  not  the  leaft  concert  among 
Catholics,  or  Heretics,  with  refpeft  to  this 
matter,  nor  any  defign  formed,  or  even 
thought  of,  to  impofe  thefe  books  on   the 
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fcelief  of  mankind.  On  the  contrary,  they 
plainly  confidered  the  books,  as  ftanding 
firmly  on  their  own  evidence  ;  and  left  men 
to  receive,  or  to  rejeft  them,  as  they  fhould 
think  proper. 

2d.  The  fingular  reverence,  with  which 
the  ancient  Chriflians  regarded  the  Scrip- 
tures, forbids  even  a  fufpicion,  that  they 
wilfully  corrupted  them. 

Of  this  reverence  fome  notice  has  been, 
already  taken.  A  few  additional  obferva- 
tions  may  however  be  advantageoufly 
made. 

The  Scriptures  are  now  in  every  hand, 
areufedas  afchool-book,  quoted  in  ordina- 
ry converfation,  and  are  queftioned,  oppo- 
fed,  and  ridiculed  by  Infidels.  . Hence  good 
men,  although  not  at   all   ihaken   in   their 
'faith  by  thefe  means,  appear  yet  to  regard 
thefe  writings  with  lefs  profound   venera- 
tion,   than  is    obfervable    in     the  ancient 
Chriftians.     By  them  the   Scriptures  were 
viewed  with  fome  fuch  reverence,  as  would 
naturally   be    rendered    to    God     himfelf, 
manifefted  in  this  world,  with  glory  becom- 
ing his    Character.     *  A  remarkable  fpeci- 
men  of  this  reverence,  in  the  members  of  an 
ancient    Church,  is  recorded   in   a  letter, 
from  St.  Auftin  to  St.  Jerom,  Jerom  trans- 
lated the  Old-Teftament.     The  Bilhop  of 

*  See  J-veli's  Eoyl.  Left, 
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the  Church  mentioned,  ufed  thistranflation. 
In  divine  fervice.  In  the  prophecy  of  Jo- 
nah, Jerom  had  rendered  the  Hebrew  word* 
tranftated  Gcard,  by  the  Latin  word  Hcede- 
ra.  In  the  former  Latin  tranflation,  ori- 
ginally ufed  in  this  Church,  the  fame  He- 
brew word  was  rendered  by  the  Latin  word 
Cucurbita.  When  the  Bifhop  read  the  pak 
iage.  the  people,  perceiving  the  word  change 
ed,  were  alarmed,  and  would  have  finally 
left  the  Bifhop,  if  he  had  not  confented  to 
refiore  the  original  word.  Such  was  their 
watchfulnefs,  and  jealbufy,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  purity  of  the  Scriptures,  even 
where  no  fact,  doctrine,  or  precept^  was 
materially  concerned. 

Situated  among  perfons  offuch  a  cha- 
racter, few  men  would  dare  to  mifquote,  or 
corrupt ;  and  few  would  be  inclined  to  do 
it.  if  thev  dared.  Such  corruptions  alfoas* 
exited,'  would  be  immediately  detected* 
and  regarded  with  the  utmoft  detedation. 
Thus  the  corruptions  of  Marcion  were 
founded  throughout  the  Chriitian  church, 
and  his  name  confignedj  for  his  villainy  and 
impudence,  to  perpetual  infamy. 

3d.  The  Chriitian  fects  were  numerous ; 
and  each  watched  over  the  conduct  of  the 
others,  with  a  careful,  jealous,  and  prying 
attention. 

Ii  there  were  at  any  time,  an  efpe- 
cial   temptation  wilfully   to  mifquote  the 
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Scriptures,  we  eafily  fee,  that  it  would  pe- 
culiarly refpect  thofe  paffages  which  were 
the  favorite  ones  of  particular  feels,  and 
which  were  fuppofed  molt  to  befriend  their 
chara&eriftical  opinions ;  but  we  alfo  fee 
that  thefe  would,  by  each  feci,  be  watched 
with  an  eagle  eye,  and  a  continual  appre- 
henfivenefs  of  danger.  Hence  arofe  an  ex- 
-Ireme  difficulty  in  accomplishing  a  defignof 
this  nature,  even  if  it  were  formed:  a  dif- 
ficulty, greatly  increafed  by  the  warmth  of 
ftrcnuous  controverfy,  and  by  the  defire, 
and  the  pride,  of  victory. 

These  confiderations  will  furnifh  us 
with  an  eafy  and  fufficient  explanation  of  a 
facl,  otherwile  very  difficult  to  be  explain- 
ed ;  viz.  the  general  and  furprifing  agree- 
ment among  fo  many  perfons  thus  differing 
and  thus  contending,  found  in  their  quota- 
tions of  the  Scriptures. 

4th.  The  very  great  number  and  diffu- 
fion  of  the  copies  of  the  New-Teftament, 
rendered  fuch  corruption,  in  any  great  de- 
gree, evidently  impoffible. 

Copies  of  this  volume  were,  at  an  early 
period  numerous  in  Spain,  France,  Italy, 
Greece,  Macedonia,  Africa  proper,  Egypt, 
Syria,  Paleftine,  Afia  Minor,  Armenia  and 
Perfia.  The  general,  apparent  agreement 
of  thefe  copies  is  a  demonftration3  that  ve- 
X 


70  GENUINENESS    AND    AUTHENTICITY' 

ry  little  corruption  has  ever  taken  place  in 
thefe  books. 

5th.  The  New-Teftament  was  early 
tranflated  into  feveral  languages. 

The  Old  Latin  tranflation  was  made 
mod  probably  in  the  firfl  *or  very  early  in 
the  fecond  Century.  Tertullian  exprefsly 
declares,  that  there  was  a  Latin  Verfion  of 
the  Gofpels  and  Epifiles  exifling  in  his 
time. 

Jerome's  Verfion  was  clone  in  the  fourth 
Century,  and  with  great  care,  learning,  and 
exa&nefs  :  * 

The  Firft  Syriac  probably  in  the  Fourth  : 

The  Second  Syriac,  and  the  Armenian, 
in  the  Fifth  :  and 

The  Coptic  in  the  Sixth  Century.  , 

St.  Austin  declares,  that  all  attempts 
to  corrupt  the  Scriptures  were  in  vain,  be  < 
caufe  they  were  then  tranflated  into  fo  ma- 
ny languages  ;  were  in  the  hands  of  people 
of  every  age  and  character  ;  and  were  fo 
known,  fo   efteemed,    and    fo   celebrated. 

*  Michaelis  affirms  that  no  man  of  learning,  D;\  Mill 
excepted,  denies  this  Verfion  to  have,  been  done  in  the  rlrit 
Century.  Set  Travis's  Letters  to  Gibbon  ;  from  which 
this  account  of  the  Ve»  liens  here  mentioned  is  taken. 
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Anno    Dom.    three  hundred  ~and  ninety- 
five. 

St.  Chrysostom  alfo  declares,  Anno 
Dom.  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  that 
they  were,  in  his  time,  already  rendered  in 
the  languages  of  Britain,  Syria,  Egypt,  Per- 
fia,  and  India:  and  in  the  languages  of  all 
people  in  general,  whether  barbarians,  or 
others. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  both  agreeable  and 
ufeful,  in  this  place  to  recite  a  pafTage  from 
Theodoret,  in  which  he  refers  to  this  fub- 
jeft.  Anno  Dom.  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty three. 

"  I  will  compare  the  moft  celebrated 
law-givers  of  the  Greeks  with  our  Fifher- 
men,  Publicans,  and  Tent-makers;  and 
fhew  the  difference  between  them.  The 
Laws  of  the  former  were  forgotten,  foon  af- 
ter the  death  of  thole,  who  enacted  them, 
but  the  laws  delivered  by  Fimermen  have 
flourifhed,  and  prevailed,  and  have  been 
received,  not  only  by  Greeks,  and  Romans, 
but  alfo  by  Scythians,  Perfians  and  other 
Barbarians.  The  Heralds  of  truth  were 
not,  indeed,  mailers  of  the  Greek  elo- 
quence; but,  filled  with  wifdom,  they  have 
carried  the  divine  doctrine  to  all  nations, 
and  have  filled  the  whole  world  with 
writings,  containing  inftruciions  concern- 
ing religion  and  virtue.  All  men,  leaving 
the  dreams    and  fpeculaticns    of   Philofo- 


ya  GENUINENESS    AND    AUTHENTICITY 

phers,  now  nourifh  themfelves  with  the 
doctrines  of  Fifhermen  and  Publicans,  and 
ftudy  the  writings  of  a  Tent-maker.  The 
feven  Wife  men  of  Greece  are  forgotten; 
nor  do  the  Greeks  themfelves  certainly 
know  their  names  ;  but  Mathew,  Bartholo- 
mew, and  James,  Mofes,  David,  and  Ifai- 
ah,  with  the  other  Prophets  and  Apoftles, 
are  known  to  all  men,  as  well  as  the  names 
of  their  own  children.  Whom  did  XenoT 
phanes,  Farmenides,  Pythagoras,  AnaxagcJ- 
ras,  or  Speufippus  leave  as  their  fuceeffors 
in  Philofophy  ?  What  city  follows  the 
Laws  of  Plato's  Republic  ?  You  can  fhew 
none  who  now  teach  thofe  doctrines  ;  but 
we  can  fhew  the  power  of  the  prophetical 
and  Apoftolical  doctrines  ;  for  the  whole 
earth  is  filled  with  their  words." 

"  The  Hebrew  Writings  (of  the  Old  and 
New-Teflament)  are  tranflated  not  only  in- 
to Greek,  but  into  the  Latin,  Egyptian,. 
Perfian,  Indian,  Armenian,  Scythian,  and 
Samaritan  ;  in  a  word,  into  all  the  langua- 
ges ufed  by  the  nations.  Our  Fifhermen, 
Publicans,  and  Tent-makers,  have  perfua- 
ded  not  only  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Egypt- 
ians, but  all  nations  of  the  earth.  Nor  are 
our  do&rines  underftood  by  thofe,  only, 
who  prende  in  the  Churches^  but  by  fmiths, 
wool-combers,  taylors,  and  artificers  of  all 
forts,  by  women,  and  maid-fervants.  Nor 
do  thofe  only,  who  dwell  in  cities,  but  the 
country  people,  alfo;   underftand,   and  are 
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able  to  difcourfe  concerning  our  doftrines ; 
they  ^ractife  virtue,  and  fhun  vicious  ac- 
tions." 

"  God  had  before  tried  other  methods. 
He  taught  all  men  bv  the  wonderful  frame 
of  the  univerfe.  The  Jews  he  reclaimed 
by  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  But  a  more 
effectual  remedy  was  wanting;  and  experi- 
ence has  ill  own  the  benefit  of  it.  The 
whole  world  has  now  been  enlightened, 
and  idolatry  abolifhed.  Greeks,  Romans, 
Barbarians,  acknowledge  a  crucified  Sa- 
viour." 

c;  Compare  thefe  Fifhermen  and  Pub- 
licans with  the  Greek  and  Romans  Law- 
givers. You  will  find,  that  thofe  Law-giv- 
ers could  not  perfuade  even  their  own 
neighbours  to  live  according  to  their  laws; 
but  thefe  Galilaeans  have  perfuaded  not  on- 
ly Greeks  and  Romans  to  embrace  the 
Law,  and  the  Doctrine  of  the  Gofpel,  but 
the  fubjecls  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  gene- 
ral, together  with  Scythians,  Sarmatians, 
Indians,  Ethiopians,  Perfians,  Britons,  and 
Germans.  Indeed  they  have  brought  all 
nations,  and  men  of  all  forts,  to  receive  the 
Laws  of  a  crucified  man;  and  that  not  by 
arms,  ibldiers,  or  Pcrfian  violence,  but  by 
reaibnings  and  arguments,  fliewing  the  u-fe- 
fulnefs  of  thofe  Laws.  People,  whom  An- 
guftus  and  the  whole  power  of  the  Roman 
Empire  could  not  induce  to  receive  their 
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laws,  venerate  the  writings  of  Peter,  Paul, 
John,  Mathew,  Lake  and  Mark,  as  if  they 
had  been  fent  down  from  Heaven." 

6th.  These  books  were  alfo  publicly 
read,  in  all  the  Chriftian  AfTemblies. 
throughout  the  World. 

This  practice  began,  when  the  books 
werejuit  received  by  the  Chriftian  Church- 
es. *  Paul  laid  the  Pallors  of  the  Church 
at  Theffalonica  under  an  oath  to  caufe  his 
Jirfl  Epiftle  to  that  Church  to  be  read  to  all 
the  holy  Brethren,  and  directed  the  Colof- 
fians  both  to  read  the  Epiftle  from  Laodicea, 
and  to  caufe  the  Epiftle  to  the  Coloflians 
to  be  read  alfo  in  the  Church  of  the  Laodiceans. 
And,  with  an  immediate  view  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  feveral  of  the  Epiftles  appear  to  have 
been  inferibed  ;  one  to  the  Churches  of  Ga- 
Ictia  ;  another  To  the  Church  of  Corinth, 
end  to  all  them,  tbk(f,  in  (very place,  call  upon 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Tuts  practice  of  publicly,  reading  the 
Scriptures,  originated  by  Mofes,  and  fane- 
tioned  by  Apoltoite  authority,  has  continu- 
ed to  the  prelent  day.  When  we  eonfider 
the  character  of  thofe,  before  whom  they 
were  read,  men  who  fo  revered  them  as  to 
be  ready  to  by  down  their  lives  for  them, 
Uthb  proportionally  ftudied  them,  and  who 

*  See  Dr.  Micknigttts  New  TrarA.-tion  of  the  Epiftles, 
Pivl,  E:f:i)s.  i. 
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were  to  the  lafi  degree  jealous  of  their  pu- 
rity, we  cannot  but  fee  the  corruption  of 
them,  even  in  one  inftance,  rendered,  by 
this  practice,  extremely  difficult.  Beyond 
all  computation  mud  the  difficulty  be  en- 
creafed  of  corrupting  them  fo  generally, 
as  to  produce  any  important  effect  To 
induce  fo  many  perfons,  fo  remote  in  place, 
differing  fo  much  in  character  and  opinion, 
and  agreeing  fo  entirely  in  the  higher!  rev- 
erence for  the  Scriptures,  to  confent  to  any 
fuppofable  fet  of  corruptions,  or  to  impofe 
fuch  corruptions  generally  on  a  body  of 
men  fo  circumftanced,  mutt  have  been  too 
evident  an  impcffibilitv,  to  be  ferioufly  im* 
dertaken  by  any  man,  or  men,  however 
vifionary  or  wicked. 

f  7th.  The  number  of  Manufcripts  of  the 
New-Teftarnent,  at  prefent,  or  lately  exiii- 
ing,  is  very  confiderable  3  and  thefe  fo 
generally  agree,  as  to  forbid  all  apprehen- 
iions,  that  thefe  books  have  been  materially 
corrupted. 

An  accurate  account  of  the  Manufcripts 
of  the  New-Teftament  cannot  be  expected 
from  one,  who  is  both  removed  from  the 
places  of  their  exiftence,  and  unpofleffed  of 
fuch  books,  as  contain  a  juft  exhibition  of 
their  number  and  character.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  following  obfervations  cannoibe 
unacceptable  to  thfs  audience. 
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lft.  The  *  Alexandrian  MS  is  unquef- 
tionably  of  very  great  antiquity.  This  MS 
-was  given  by  Cyril  Lucaris,  Patriarch  of 
Alexandria,  when  tranflated  to  the  fee  of 
Conftantinople,  to  Sir  Thomas  Roe,  the 
Britifh  Embaffador  at  the  Porte,  Anno 
Dom.  fixteen  hundred  twenty  eight,  and 
was  declared  by  the  Patriarch  to  have 
been  written  early  in  the  Fourth  Century, 
by  T  heel  a,  a  noble  Egyptian  Lady.  By  Dr. 
Grabe  who  has  publifhedaparticular  account 
of  it,  it  is  believed  to  have  been  written  in  the 
fourth,    and  by  others  in  the  fifth  Century. 

This  MS.  contains  all  the  Canonical 
books  of  both  Teftaments,  and  a  catalogue 
of  them  all.  It  contains  alfo  feveral  books 
of  the  Apocrapha,  and  a  few  other  writings 
of  the  like  character;  fuch  as  the  old  an- 
cient Chriftians  efleemed  ufeful,  and  read 
at  times,  in  their  public  affembiies :  as  we 
fometimes  read  the  fermons  of  eminent  Di- 
vines in  ours.  There  is  not,  as  has  been 
already  obferved  in  all  antiquity,  the  leaft 
evidence,  that  any  writings,  but  thofe  now 
efleemed  Canonical,  were  ever  fo  efteem- 
ed.  On  the  contrary  all  others  are  placed 
in  a  totally  different  lift  and  Character.  Yet 
nianv  books  of  the  fathers  were,  and  very 
juflfy,  accounted  ufeful  and  edifying. 

*  Lardner  Vol  .5- 
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t  2d.  The  New-Te,qaments  of  Erafmus, 
Robert  Stephens,  Beza?  and  the  Editors  of 
Complutum,  were .  collated  with  a  great 
number  of  MSS  ;  and  with  a  care  and  in- 
tegrity which  generally  does  the  Editors  the 
higheit  honour. 

1 3d.  That  of  Wetftein  was  formed 
from  a  confultation  of  fixty  five  MSS. 
All  of  them  did  not,  however,  contain  the 
whole  New-Teftament. 

||  4th.  There  are  now  remaining  in  pub- 
lic and  private  libraries,  in  Europe,  more 
MSS.  of  the  New-Teftament,  of  different 
ages,  than  of  any  other  ancient  writings 
whatever.  Many  of  thefe  are  of  great  an- 
tiquity. 

These  MSS.  may  be  confide  red,  as  ha- 
ving, by  their  general  agreement,  decided 
this  queftion  ;  and  as  proving  the  opinion 
of  St.  Auguftine  to  be  juft,  that  it  was  im- 
.poffible  materially  to  corrupt  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

Thus  have  I  finifhed  the  argument?, 
which  I  propofed  to  produce,  in  fupport  of 
the  Genuinenefs  and  Authenticity  of  the 
New-Teftament. 

T  See  Travis's  Letters  to  Gibbon. 

||   See   Dr.  Macknight's  New  tranflation  of  the  Epiiliei 

Piel.  Effays,  2. 

L 
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No  queftion,  perhaps,  can  be  of  more 
importance  to  the  divine  Authority  of  the 
jacred  Volume,  than  this.  If  its  Genuine- 
nefs  and  Authenticity  be  eftablifhed,  its 
Authority  is  alfo  eftablifhed. 

If  there  was  fuch  a  perfon  as  Jesus 
Christ  ;  if  he  was  fo  born;  if  he  fo  lived; 
if  he  was  fo  attefted;  if  he  fo  preached, 
Wrought  miracles,  died,  rofe  from  the  dead, 
afcended  to  Heaven,  commiffioned  his 
Apoftles,  and  enabled  them  to  preach, 
work  miracles  in  his  name,  and  ere£t  his 
kingdom  through  the  world,  in  the  manner 
which  they  have  related;  then  he  was  the 
Son  of  God  ;  his  Doctrines  were  true  ;  his 
Apoftles  were  infpired;  and  his  Religion  is 
of  Divine  Original,  and  of  Divine  Authori- 
ty. Mankind  are,  of  courfe,  bound  to  re- 
ceive, and  obey  it.  Thofe,  who  reject,  it, 
reject  it  at  their  peril ;  and  thofe,  who  fin- 
cerely  embrace  it,  are  fecured,  beyond  a 
hazard,  in  the  certain  future  poffeilion  of 
its  invaluable  and  immortal  blefnngs. 


